THE HONORABLE BODY
Council Chambers

Municipal Building

North Tonawanda, New York 14120
Wednesday, March 13, 2002

6:00 p.m.

SPECIAL SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT SCHWANDT

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
Present: President Schwandt

Aldermen Rizzo, Hogan, Sommer, Soos
Absent: None

Also Present: Mayor David J. Burgio
City Attorney Henry F. Wojtaszek
City Accountant David J. Jakubaszek

MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo
To convene a special session.
CARRIED.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Bill Fire, 405 Spruce St., spoke about the budget and suggested that the Council talk to
employees.

Greg Frank, 960 Sweeney St., spoke about keeping the Fire Mechanic.
Joe Sabol, 64 Klaum Ave., spoke against any position cuts.
Joe Fiala, 429 Roger Ave., Fire Mechanic, spoke against cuts due to public safety.

Paul Harms, CSEA President, 74 Felton St., spoke about unions working with the city to
save money and avoid cuts.

Ted Strugala, 520 Locust St., spoke against the Mayor’s ban for Department Heads
attending Council meetings.

Frank DeMart, 341 Brentwood Dr., spoke in support of keeping the full time Fire
Mechanic; asked the Mayor where the new business is; and commended Councilmen Russ
Rizzo, Cathy Schwandt and Pam Hogan for supporting the Fire Mechanic.

Gordon Fritz, 1727 Eddy Dr., spoke about the lack of retirement incentives.

Mayor’s Vetoes
March 5, 2002
Common Council
216 Payne Ave.
North Tonawanda, NY 14120

Re:  Mayors Vetoes

3-13-02



I appreciate the opportunity our new City Charter has bestowed: on both myself as
Mayor in charge of the executive portion of our City Government. I also respect the
challenges that the Legislative branch must address to formulate a balance so our City
continues to prosper.

This past year was an unusual part of recent history in that we were sliding into a
recession and our Country was attacked, accelerating our slide. The repercussions of
double negatives translated to revenue projections I can only sum up as not good.

As you know: from day one that I was in office I kept forewarning of problems, high
budget increases or downsizing our work force in order to attain a semblance of fiscal
balance for the people we serve. Tight controls and prudent inclusions of general fund
surplus helped contain accelerating costs in medical and negotiated labor areas of
expenditures. To further decrease what looked like an impossible to accept increase, I
removed what I considered personnel that was not positively necessary to the functional
health of the City.

Working three weeks with our Accountant and all Department heads gave me a
comfort level where I determined that Budgets were well thought out and responsible. I
forwarded to the Council what I considered as good a balance as I could get considering
our revenue dilemmas. A 3.2% budget, while a little higher then the cost of living was
the best I could do considering every action and reaction.

With all due respect I wish to make it clear that your intentions of not removing some
personnel and further reducing fund balances to finance their continuance may have a
negative effect on our overall financial health. Therefore I wish to exercise my veto on
the following line items:

Item1- 1620.100 $20,000. Cleaner.

Item 2 - 1930.400 $65,000. Removal of monies from judgments & claim.
Item 3 - 3120.100 $18,973. Mechanic 'z year.

Item 4 - 4310.100 $17,071. Mechanic ' year.

Item 5- 4020.100 $ 1,871. Restructure staff.

Item6- 7110.100 $30,000. Mechanic.

This will result into a 3.5% tax increase instead of 3.7%. I wish to make it clear that I
now think our 2003 Budget will be short 1.4 to 1.7 million all things considered. 14% to
17% will result in many unavoidable job losses. Please consider carefully before you
cast your votes.

There is no magic to what we do. We must at all times respect the wishes of the people
we serve, while maintaining a level of service to them.

Sincerely,
David J. Burgio
Item #1
MOVED by Alderman Hogan SECONDED by Alderman Sommer

That the Common Council hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto of item 1, 1620.100, $20,000
for the Cleaner position.

Ayes: Rizzo, Hogan, Sommer, Schwandt )]
Nays: Soos 1)
CARRIED.
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Item #2

MOVED by Alderman Hogan SECONDED by Alderman Sommer
That the Common Council hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto of item 2, 1930.400, $65,000
for removal of monies from judgment and claims.

Ayes: Rizzo, Hogan, Sommer, Schwandt @
Nays: Soos 0}
CARRIED.

Item #3

MOVED by Alderman Sommer SECONDED by Alderman Hogan

That the Common Council hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto of item 3, 3120.100, $18,973
for Mechanic one-half year position.

Ayes: Rizzo, Hogan, Sommer, Schwandt @
Nays: Soos 0}
CARRIED.

Item #4

MOVED by Alderman Sommer SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo

That the Common Council hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto of item 4, 3410.100, $17,071
for Mechanic one-half year position.

Ayes: Rizzo, Hogan, Sommer, Schwandt “4)
Nays: Soos 1)
CARRIED.

Item #5

MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Hogan

That the Common Council hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto of item 5, 4020.100,
$1,871 for staff restructure.

Ayes: Rizzo, Hogan, Sommer, Schwandt “4)
Nays: Soos 1)
CARRIED.

Item #6

MOVED by Alderman Hogan SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo

That the Common Council hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto of item 6, 7110.100, $30,000
for Parks Mechanic position.

Ayes: Rizzo, Hogan, Sommer, Schwandt 4@
Nays: Soos 1)
CARRIED.

ADJOURNMENT

MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Sommer

That this special session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned.
CARRIED.

Time of Adjournment: 6:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael D. Cox, City Clerk
3-13-02
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