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THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Wednesday, April 7, 2004 
6:00 P.M. 
_____________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT SOMMER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present:  President Sommer 
    Aldermen Soos, Rizzo 
 
 Absent:  Aldermen Schwandt, Hempel 
 
 Also Present:  Mayor David J. Burgio 
    City Attorney Henry F. Wojtaszek  
_____________________________________ 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION HELD MARCH 17, 2004 

 
MOVED by Alderman Soos SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo 
That the minutes of the regular session held March 17, 2004 be approved as circulated and 
filed in the Office of the City Clerk. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 

 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL SESSION HELD MARCH 31, 2004 

 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Sommer 
That the minutes of the special session held March 31, 2004 be approved as circulated and 
filed in the Office of the City Clerk. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION - None 
_____________________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
I.1 Mayor 
 
 March 15, 2004 
 
Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Dear Common Council: 
 
Please be advised I am reappointing Nathan Marton of 1162 Moll St., North Tonawanda, 
NY, 14120 phone 693-1964 to the Planning Board.  His term is effective immediately and 
will expire December 31, 2010. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 David J. Burgio 
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MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
I.2 Mayor 
 
 March 15, 2004 
 
Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Dear Common Council: 
 
Please be advised I am reappointing Donald Evans of 152 Vandervoort St., North 
Tonawanda, NY, 14120 phone 692-1775 to the Planning Board.  His term began January 1, 
2003 and expires December 31, 2009. 
 
Thank you. 
 
      Sincerely, 
      David J. Burgio 
 
MOVED by Alderman Soos   SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
V. Water 
 

March 10, 2004 
 
To:  Mayor David Burgio 
 
From:  Paul J. Drof, Supt. Of Water/Wastewater Facilities 
 
Re:  Permanent Appointments in Water Division 
 
 
I request that the following employees be permanently appointed to their positions, after 
successful completion of a twelve (12) week probationary period: 
 
Mr. Edward Skovenski, 350 Fredericka Street, to the position of Water Maintenance 
Supervisor. 
 
Mr. Duane Wingert, 684 Fairmont Avenue, to the position of Assistant Water Maintenance 
Supervisor. 
 
I have no reservations in recommending the appointments.  The above employees are being 
nominated from existing promotional Civil Service lists and the positions were posted in 
accordance with the CSEA Contract requirements. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration in addressing this request. 
 
 Paul Drof 
 
MOVED by Alderman Soos   SECONDED by Alderman Sommer 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
 
_____________________________________ 
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VII.1 Accountant  
 
 April 1, 2004 
 
Honorable David J. Burgio, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York       14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
 
Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated April 7, 2004, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to 
respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
       City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Soos   
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
for Common Council Audit dated April 7, 2004 and further authorizes the Mayor and City 
Clerk respectively sign and countersign said Warrant: 

 
01 General Fund $448,748.79 

 02  Water Fund  63,281.34 
 04 Sewer Fund 157,428.34 
 06 Capital Projects Fund   17,108.70 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund 19,770.70 
 11 General Fund (Encumbered) 148,458.39 
 12 Water Fund (Encumbered) 1,559.00 
 14 Sewer Fund (Encumbered)            470.40 
 17 Home Rehab Program 26,407.00 
 19 Federal Grant Fund 928.00 
 
   FINAL TOTAL $884,160.66 
 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Sommer     (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
VII.2 Accountant 
 
 April 1, 2004 
 
 
Honorable David J. Burgio, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York       14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
I have finalized the city’s unaudited financial statements, for the period ending December 
31, 2003, and have determined that the General, Water and Sewer Funds each ended the 
year with a surplus fund equity of $ 1,095,457, $ 85,439 and $ 146,101 respectively.  
Further, in accordance with the new city charter provisions for adopting the budget, I had 
to project the ending December balances before the fiscal year is half over, in June of 2003.  
My projections were higher than the actual numbers. 
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To insure that our audited 2003 financial statements reflect all positive dollar amounts, it 
would be my recommendation that the Common Council modify the 2004 Budget as 
follows: 
 
 General Fund: Decrease Unreserved Appropriated Fund Balance and 

increase Estimated Revenues, Capital Fund Transfer by 
$ 500,000. 

 
 Water Fund: Decrease Unreserved Appropriated Fund Balance and 

increase Estimated Revenues, Water Sales by $ 100,000.   
 
 Sewer Fund: Decrease Unreserved Appropriated Fund Balance and 

increase Estimated Revenues, Sewer Rents by $ 60,000.   
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the Common Council hereby authorizes the City Accountant to modify the 2004 
Budget as follows: 
 
 General Fund: Decrease Unreserved Appropriated Fund Balance and 

increase Estimated Revenues, Capital Fund Transfer by 
$ 500,000. 

 
 Water Fund: Decrease Unreserved Appropriated Fund Balance and 

increase Estimated Revenues, Water Sales by $ 100,000.   
 
 Sewer Fund: Decrease Unreserved Appropriated Fund Balance and 

increase Estimated Revenues, Sewer Rents by $ 60,000.   
 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Sommer     (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
IX.  Public Works  
 
 April 1, 2004 
 
 
Honorable Mayor & Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY  14120 
 
 Re: Award of Bid 
  Refuse Packer Body 
 
Honorable Body: 
 
On Wednesday, March 10, 2004 bids for a New and Unused Refuse Packer Body were 
received and publicly opened in the City Clerk’s Office.  We have tabulated the results of 
these bids as follows: 
 
                                     BIDDER                                                       AMOUNT    
 
 Cyncon Equipment, Inc.   $41,542.32 
 Joe Johnson Equipment (USA), Inc. $42,210.00 
 Hacker’s Packers Inc.    $43,945.00 
 
The apparent low bidder, Cyncon Equipment, Inc., submitted a bid for an eighteen (18) 
cubic yard capacity packer.  The specifications require a minimum twenty (20) cubic yard 
packer, which both other bidders complied with.  This represents a substantial and 
material deviation from the specifications. 
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I recommend the Common Council award the bid for a New and Unused Refuse Packer 
Body to Joe Johnson Equipment (USA), Inc., 77 Oriskany Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150 at 
their bid of $42,210.00, subject to the approval of the City Attorney. 
 
     Very truly yours, 
 Gary J. Franklin 
 Superintendent Public Works 
       
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the Common Council hereby awards the bid for a New and Unused Refuse Packer 
Body to Joe Johnson Equipment (USA), Inc., 77 Oriskany Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150 at 
their bid of $42,210.00, subject to the approval of the City Attorney. 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Sommer     (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
XVI. City Clerk 
 
 April 2, 2004 
 
Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Common Council: 
 
Please pass the following resolution of Support of the North Tonawanda History Museum’s 
application for a Provisional Charter: 
 
WHEREAS, the mission of the North Tonawanda History Museum is to assemble, 
preserve, protect and exhibit collections pertaining to the history of North Tonawanda, its 
people and community life, and 
 
WHEREAS, the North Tonawanda History Museum will be focusing on the City of North 
Tonawanda’s rich immigrant heritage and role as an important shipping and 
manufacturing center strategically located on the historic Erie Canal and Niagara River in 
the 19th and 20th Century, and 
 
WHEREAS, as a research and educational institution, the North Tonawanda History 
Museum will be both an active participant in the historical and cultural tourism focus of 
North Tonawanda and a focal point for students of all ages to participate in historical 
studies and activities of the City, now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the City of North Tonawanda Common Council enthusiastically 
supports the formation of the North Tonawanda History Museum and its application for a 
provisional Charter from the New York State Education Department, and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that, because of the great interest from the residents of North Tonawanda 
and Niagara County, the City of North Tonawanda Common Council respectfully asks the 
New York State Education Department to expedite the North Tonawanda History 
Museum’s Charter Application, and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to David W. Palmquist, NYS Education 
Dept. (Chartering Program), Honorable Robin Schimminger, NYS Assemblyman and the 
Honorable George Maziarz, NYS Senator. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 Thomas M. Jaccarino 
 City Clerk 
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MOVED by Alderman Soos   SECONDED by Alderman Sommer 
That the Common Council hereby supports the North Tonawanda History Museum’s 
application for a Provisional Charter: 
 
WHEREAS, the mission of the North Tonawanda History Museum is to assemble, 
preserve, protect and exhibit collections pertaining to the history of North Tonawanda, its 
people and community life, and 
 
WHEREAS, the North Tonawanda History Museum will be focusing on the City of North 
Tonawanda’s rich immigrant heritage and role as an important shipping and 
manufacturing center strategically located on the historic Erie Canal and Niagara River in 
the 19th and 20th Century, and 
 
WHEREAS, as a research and educational institution, the North Tonawanda History 
Museum will be both an active participant in the historical and cultural tourism focus of 
North Tonawanda and a focal point for students of all ages to participate in historical 
studies and activities of the City, now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the City of North Tonawanda Common Council enthusiastically 
supports the formation of the North Tonawanda History Museum and its application for a 
provisional Charter from the New York State Education Department, and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that, because of the great interest from the residents of North Tonawanda 
and Niagara County, the City of North Tonawanda Common Council respectfully asks the 
New York State Education Department to expedite the North Tonawanda History 
Museum’s Charter Application, and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution will be sent to David W. Palmquist, NYS 
Education Dept. (Chartering Program), Honorable Robin Schimminger, NYS 
Assemblyman and the Honorable George Maziarz, NYS Senator. 
 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Sommer     (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 

 
XXV. Monthly Reports 
XXVI.  

  
.1 City Clerk  .4 Treasurer (Investments)  
.2 Registrar   .5 Housing Authority 
.3 Treasurer 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the aforementioned monthly reports be received and filed. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHERS 
 

A. 
Niagara Community 
 Action Program, Inc.  
 
 
  April 2, 2004 
 
Honorable David J. Burgio 
Mayor of North Tonawanda 
City Hall 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 1402 
 
Dear Mayor Burgio: 
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On behalf of the Board for Niagara Community Action Program, Inc., I wish to express my 
gratitude to you and the City Aldermen for your support over the past year.  For thirty-eight 
years, Niagara Community Action Program, Inc., has been working to help the less fortunate, 
homeless and disadvantaged residents.  Our mission is to move families out of poverty and 
into an environment of self-sufficiency. 
 
As you know, city residents can access programs and services at the outreach office located 
at Colonel Payne, 460 Wheatfield Street. 
 
We are asking to be included in your 2004 budget for $2,000.00.  Niagara Community 
Action Program needs your financial assistance to continue to help provide hope and 
guidance to those less fortunate members of your community.  The money you allocate to 
Niagara Community Action Program, Inc. will directly benefit the truly needy in North 
Tonawanda with emergencies. 
 
Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
 Respectfully, 
 Suzanne Shears 
 Executive Director 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Sommer 
That the Common Council hereby approves payment of $2,000.00 to the Niagara 
Community Action Program for financial assistance to continue to help provide hope and 
guidance to those less fortunate members of the North Tonawanda community.  The money 
allocated to the Niagara Community Action Program, Inc. will directly benefit the truly 
needy in North Tonawanda with emergencies. 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Sommer     (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Soos   SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo 
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment: 6:16 P.M. 
_____________________________________ 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
 Catherine P. Gambino 
 Assistant City Clerk 


