
THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Wednesday, September 21, 2005 
5:00 P.M. 
_______________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT SOMMER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: President Sommer 
  Aldermen Rizzo, Soos, Schwandt, Hempel 
 
 
 Absent: None 
 
  
 Also Present: Mayor David J. Burgio 
  City Attorney Shawn P. Nickerson 
_____________________________________ 

 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION SEPTEMBER 7, 2005 

 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt  SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo  
That the minutes of the regular session held September 7, 2005 be amended as follows and 
approved and filed in the Office of the City Clerk: 
 

MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the Common Council hereby awards Project 2002-01, Niagara 
Riverwalk, to Yarussi Construction, Inc., 5660 Simmons Ave., Niagara Falls, 
New York 14068, at their low bid amount of $109,100.00 and further 
authorizes the Mayor to sign said contract, subject to review by the City 
Attorney. 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer  (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
 

CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL SESSION SEPTEMBER 14, 2005 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt  SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo  
That the minutes of the special session held September 14, 2005 be approved as circulated and 
filed in the Office of the City Clerk. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 

 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED AUGUST 5, 2005 

 
1) Legal Notice – Amendment to Section 103.15 (B) (5) Zoning – City Clerk 

2) Legal Notice – Bond Resolution – City Clerk 
 

 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED AUGUST 15 & 16, 2005 

 
1) Bid – Project 2002-1 Niagara Riverwalk – Engineer  
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED AUGUST 20 & 22, 2005 
 

1) Bid – Project 2005-7 Sweeney Street Reconstruction – Engineer  
 
 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED AUGUST 24, 2005 
 

1) Legal Notice – Independent Auditor’s Report for 2004 – Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the aforementioned proofs of publication be received and filed. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Debbie Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive - asked if the bond resolution referred to in the 
proofs of publication included any reference to the Briarwood Subdivision. 
 
Peter Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive - asked which part of Sweeney Street is being 
reconstructed. 
 
Liz Kaszubski, 1463 Fairfield Drive - asked if the bond resolution referred to in the proofs 
of publication included any reference to the Briarwood Subdivision. 
_____________________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
 
I. Mayor   
 
 August 22, 2005  
 
Dear Council: 
 
Over the last many months, I have attempted (mainly through meetings) to bring a suitable 
answer to your resolution of February 9, 2005, to pursue a regional approach to the 
Assessor position. 
 
On the surface, it would seem that there would be an economic advantage to the sharing of 
assessor services.  I am now convinced that it will be more costly.  Proposals by others 
included staffing increases, as well as help from outside contractors.  This would increase 
the operating costs of this office to far higher than what has been budgeted. 
 
I have had many meetings with both the county and the City of Lockport.  I included our 
City’s Assistant Attorney Robert Sondel, sitting in at the last two meetings of discussion, so 
that a different viewpoint (other than my own) would be a part of this process.  We both 
came to the same conclusion; we feel that a more cost-effective solution to assessing is not 
on the immediate horizon for our city. 
 
My approach to regionalism has worked in other areas of our government, such as fire 
dispatch with the county, saving North Tonawanda hundreds of thousands of dollars per 
year.  This was implemented with minimal out-of-pocket expense to the City. 
 
It has taken considerable time and effort to fulfill the Council’s mandate, and I now find 
again that I must protect the city’s interest and fill this position.  Again, I am appointing 
Flora Carozzolo as Assessor for the City of North Tonawanda, and I hope you concur.  
Time is now of the essence. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Mayor David J. Burgio 
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MOVED by Alderman Soos SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo 
That the Common Council hereby confirms the appointment of Flora Carozzolo as 
Assessor for the City of North Tonawanda at a starting salary of $59,133.00 effective 
September 22, 2005. 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt      (3) 
Nays: Hempel, Sommer  (2) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
IV. Engineer   
  
 September 13, 2005 
 
Honorable David J. Burgio, Mayor 
and Common Council Members 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re: Project 2005-11, Main Street Streetscape Improvements 

Award of Contract 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
On September 13, 2005 four (4) bids were received and publicly opened by the City Clerk 
for the Main Street Streetscape Improvements.  The bid results are as follows: 
 

• C & C Contractors, Inc.    $  48,572.60 
• Yarussi Construction, Inc.    $  54,216.00 
• Bush Trucking and Landscaping, Inc.  $  63,330.72 
• Mark Cerrone, Inc.     $  69,770.00 

 
Accordingly, I respectfully request that the Common Council award Project 2005-11, Main 
Street Streetscape Improvements, to C & C Contractors, Inc., 971 Ransom Rd., Lancaster, 
New York 14068, at their low bid amount of $48,572.60; authorizing the Mayor to sign said 
contract, subject to review by the City Attorney. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 Dale W. Marshall, P.E. 
 City Engineer 
 
MOVED by Alderman Hempel  SECONDED by Alderman Schwandt 
That the Common Council hereby awards Project 2005-11, Main Street Streetscape 
Improvements, to C & C Contractors, Inc., 971 Ransom Rd., Lancaster, New York 14068, 
at their low bid amount of $48,572.60 and further authorizes the Mayor to sign said 
contract, subject to review by the City Attorney. 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer      (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
VII. Accountant  
 
 September 15, 2005 
 
Honorable David J. Burgio, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
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Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated September 21, 2005, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk 
to respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt  SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo 
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
for Common Council Audit dated September 21, 2005 and further authorizes the Mayor 
and City Clerk respectively sign and countersign said Warrant: 

 
01 General Fund $333,162.37 

 02  Water Fund   34,545.86 
 04 Sewer Fund  56,356.48 
 06 Capital Projects Fund    141,128.35 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund    2,439.54 
 08 Community Development      12,849.00 
  Final Total $580,481.60 
 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer     (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XVII. Traffic Safety 
 
 September 15, 2005 
 
To: The Common Council and Mayor Burgio 
 
From:   Traffic Safety Committee 
 
After our September meeting we have come up with the following recommendations: 
 

1. Put up a park entrance sign approximately 50 yards from the entrance to 
Miller Park (in the area of 1601 Sweeney St.).   One on the South side of 
Sweeney St. and one on the North side. 

 
2. Put up no parking between signs on Robinson St. in front of the entrance 

of 340 Robinson St.  The signs should go up approximately 15 feet back 
from each side of the parking lot entrance to Larry’s Trucking.  The 
owner states his drivers have problems pulling into the lot on market 
days. 

 
3. Take down the no parking signs in front of Lowery Middle School on the 

East side and West side of Payne Ave.  Also the no parking signs on the 
North side of Hewitt St. 

 
4. On Payne Ave. approaching Meadow Dr. (southbound direction) 

approximately 15 yards from the intersection put up a sign “right lane 
thru traffic only”. 

 
  Respectfully, 
  Mark Lemke 

 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Hempel 
That the Common Council hereby directs Department of Public to install/remove signs as 
follows: 
 

1. Put up a park entrance sign approximately 50 yards from the entrance to 
Miller Park (in the area of 1601 Sweeney St.).   One on the South side of 
Sweeney St. and one on the North side. 
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2. Put up no parking between signs on Robinson St. in front of the entrance 

of 340 Robinson St.  The signs should go up approximately 15 feet back 
from each side of the parking lot entrance to Larry’s Trucking.  The 
owner states his drivers have problems pulling into the lot on market 
days. 

 
3. Take down the no parking signs in front of Lowery Middle School on the 

East side and West side of Payne Ave.  Also the no parking signs on the 
North side of Hewitt St. 

 
4. On Payne Ave. approaching Meadow Dr. (southbound direction) 

approximately 15 yards from the intersection put up a sign “right lane 
thru traffic only”. 

 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XXV. Monthly Reports 
 
.1 Senior Citizens 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Soos  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Monthly Report. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Hempel 
To bring the following communication to the floor. 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer      (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Hempel 
BE IT RESOLVED that the North Tonawanda Common Council requests that the North 
Tonawanda School Board LAY both proposals for the former Lowry Middle School 
property ON THE TABLE for one week.  The Mayor and Common Council believe that all 
citizens have a right to view both proposals to determine which one is more beneficial to the 
city, since all residents will be asked to vote on the sale of the property in the near future.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposals be placed at the North Tonawanda 
Public Library during this time to allow members of the public to access and review these 
proposals. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Hempel  
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment:  5:22P.M. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Thomas M. Jaccarino  
 City Clerk 
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