
 

THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Wednesday, October 5, 2005 
5:00 P.M. 
_______________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT SOMMER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: President Sommer 
  Aldermen Rizzo, Soos, Schwandt, Hempel 
 
 
 Absent: None 
 
  
 Also Present: Mayor David J. Burgio 
  City Attorney Shawn P. Nickerson 
_____________________________________ 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION SEPTEMBER 21, 2005 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo   SECONDED by Alderman Schwandt 
That the minutes of the regular session held September 21, 2005 be approved as circulated 
and filed in the Office of the City Clerk. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 

 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – None  
_____________________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
 
I. Mayor   
 
 September 21, 2005 
 
Dear Common Council,  
 
Veto of Resolution #1, 2006 General Fund Budget - $28,734,397 
 
My specific veto is in reference to General Fund Appropriation Account 1-1990.410 
Contingent Account-Administration.  This account is made up of two components, $75,000 
to be transferred out to cover shortfalls during fiscal year 2006, and $45,000 that was 
originally part of the Mayor’s Budget, to provide for an Administrative Assistant in the 
Mayor’s Office. 
 
In reference to the City Charter, Section 2.025 (b) states that: “Within the office of mayor 
there shall be the position of administrative assistant.  Further, Section 5.021 (d) states 
“The budget shall indicate in separate sections:  Proposed expenditures for current 
operations during the ensuing fiscal year, detailed by office, departments and agencies in 
terms of their respective work programs, and the method of financing such expenditure.” 
 
Under section 1.0010 of the Office of the State Comptroller Financial Guide, budget is 
defined as “an orderly financial plan for the operation of government.  The plan sets forth 
the proposed appropriations necessary to carry out activities for a year and the proposed 
means of financing.” 
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My budget contained the $45,000 in appropriations, account 1-1210.100 Mayor’s Personal 
Services, to finance the position of Administrative Assistant.  The Common Council moved 
that $45,000 into the Contingent Account, requiring the Mayor to request the transfer of 
that money, in January 2006, in order to provide the financing for him to appoint an 
Administrative Assistant.  This is a clear violation of the authority for the Mayor to appoint 
an Administrative Assistant, without first having to go to the council.   
 
Accordingly, I veto; not the amount of $45,000, but the incorrect placement of those 
appropriations within the General Fund Budget.  Subtract the $45,000 from 1-1990. 410 
Contingent, and add it into 1210.100, Mayor. 
 
  Sincerely, 

Mayor David J. Burgio 
 
MOVED by Alderman Sommer SECONDED by Alderman Hempel 
That the Common Council hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto of General Fund 
Appropriation Account 1-1990.410 Contingent Account – Administration. 
Ayes: Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer      (3) 
Nays: Soos, Rizzo,  (2) 
MOTION FAILED. 
____________________________________ 
 
V.1 Water  
  
 September 26, 2005 
 
Honorable Mayor Burgio and Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
I am requesting a leave of absence from my job as Water Maintenance Worker in the 
Distribution Department from 9/21/05 to 9/21/06, until my position as a Water Treatment 
Plant Operator becomes permanent. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Jerri Mineweaser 
  
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the Common Council hereby grants Jerri Mineweaser a leave of absence from his job 
as Water Maintenance Worker in the Distribution Department from 9/21/05 to 9/21/06, 
until his position as a Water Treatment Plant Operator becomes permanent. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
V.2 Water  
      
 September 27, 2005 
 
Honorable Mayor Burgio and Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
At the Common Council Meeting of August 3, 2005 upgrades for certain positions within 
the CSEA Union we approved by your Honorable Body.  However, there was a mistake in 
the wording of one of the titles as follows: 
 
   Previous request -  Water Plant Maintenance Supervisor from Group XV to Group XVI 
 Correction  -  Chief Pumping Station Operator from Group XV to Group XVI 
 
Please review this change and approve the correct title. 
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 Sincerely, 
 Paul J. Drof 
 Supt. of Water/Wastewater Facilities 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Hempel 
That the Common Council hereby  approves changing the title of Water Plant Maintenance 
Supervisor to Chief Pumping Station Operator (Group XVI). 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
VII. Accountant  
 
 September 28, 2005 
 
Honorable David J. Burgio, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
 
Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated October 5, 2005, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to 
respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
for Common Council Audit dated October 5, 2005 and further authorizes the Mayor and 
City Clerk respectively sign and countersign said Warrant: 

 
01 General Fund $361,492.52 

 02  Water Fund   50,345.03 
 04 Sewer Fund 139,888.60 
 06 Capital Projects Fund    155,473.41 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund    5,813.53 
 08 Community Development      21,056.93 
 19 Bishop Gibbons Fund  980.00 
  Final Total $735,050.02 
 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer     (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
VIII.1 Assessor 
 
   
 Date: September 19, 2005 
 
 To: Council President Brett Sommer 
  Larry Soos 
  Cathy Schwandt 
  Sue Hempel 
  Russ Rizzo 
 
 From: Flora Carozzolo 
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This memo is to respectfully request that the Common Council accept that the Civil Service 
job title of Real Property Appraisal Technician Trainee be added to the list of positions in 
the Department of Assessment. 
 
As per our conservations, and agreement, my plan as Assessor is to request your approval 
of my appointment of Mary Ann Hurley to this position no later than 9/28/05. 
 
I further plan to temporarily assign Barbara Klenke to the position of Real Property 
Appraiser until she can take the Promotional Civil Service Exam, which is currently not 
scheduled. 
 
These 3 actions will not only ensure the cost savings that we discussed, but will allow our 
office to serve the taxpayers and complete the backlog of work in a timely fashion. 
  
   Sincerely, 
   Flora Carozzolo 
 
MOVED by Alderman Soos SECONDED by Alderman Schwandt 
That the Common Council hereby creates the position of Real Property Appraisal 
Technician Trainee in the Assessor’s Office. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
VII.2 Assessor  
 
 September 26, 2005 
 
President Brett Sommer 
Lawrence V. Soos 
Catherine Schwandt 
Philip Russell Rizzo  
Sue Hempel 
 
Re:  Leave of Absence 
 
This letter is to respectfully request a leave of absence from my CSEA position as Real 
Property Appraiser until such time as my OPEIU position as Assessor becomes permanent. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Flora Carozzolo 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the Common Council hereby grants Flora Carozzolo a leave of absence from the 
CSEA position as Real Property Appraiser until such time as the OPEIU position as 
Assessor becomes permanent. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XIV.1 Recreation  
 
 September 16, 2005 
 
The Honorable Mayor, David J. Burgio & Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Mayor Burgio and Common Council: 
 
I respectfully request that the 2006 State Aid Appropriation as recommended by the North 
Tonawanda Youth Board be accepted and approved.  Funding is provided by the New 
York State Office of Children and Family Services through the Niagara County Youth 
Bureau. 
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 North Tonawanda Dept. of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 Youth Court        $5,522.00 
 North Tonawanda Dept. of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 First Offender Program        2,700.00 
 North Tonawanda Dept. of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 Comprehensive Youth Center Recreational Program    9,238.00 
 *Youth Bureau Grant for Administrative Costs of the Dept. 
 of Youth, Recreation & Parks                31,030.00 
 *The City will be receiving the following State Aid allocation 
 as approved by the Niagara County Youth Board for the City 
 of North Tonawanda Youth Court       7,800.00 
 
The total anticipated State Aid for youth programs for 2006 will be $56,290.00.  Thank you 
for your assistance. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Jerome Whitehead 
 Director of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 
MOVED by Alderman Hempel  Seconded by Alderman Schwandt 
That the Common Council hereby approves the following 2006 State Aid allocations as 
recommended by the North Tonawanda Youth Board funded by the New York State Office 
of Children and Family Services through the Niagara County Youth Bureau: 
 

North Tonawanda Dept. of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 Youth Court        $5,522.00 
 North Tonawanda Dept. of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 First Offender Program        2,700.00 
 North Tonawanda Dept. of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 Comprehensive Youth Center Recreational Program    9,238.00 
 *Youth Bureau Grant for Administrative Costs of the Dept. 
 of Youth, Recreation & Parks                31,030.00 
 *The City will be receiving the following State Aid allocation 
 as approved by the Niagara County Youth Board for the City 
 of North Tonawanda Youth Court       7,800.00 
 
The total anticipated State Aid for youth programs for 2006 will be $56,290.00.   
 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer     (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XIV.2 Recreation 
 
 9/21/2005 
 
The Honorable Mayor, David Burgio and Common Council Members 
City Hall 
216 Payne Ave. 
North Tonawanda, New York    14120 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor Burgio and Common Council Members 
 
Please review and approve the attached Deerwood Golf Course Winter Rate Schedule for 
the Department of Youth, Recreation & Parks.  
 

Daily Play Rate :  
18 Hole Resident: $ 10.00  Non-resident: $ 18.00 
   9 hole Resident: $   6.00  Non-resident: $   9.00 
 
Cart Rental Rate : 
18 Hole: $ 17.00   9 Hole: $ 8.00 
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The proposed Rate Schedule would take effect on October 15, 2005 and run through the 
closing of the 2005 Season, November 30, 2005.  
 
Thank you.  

 
     Sincerely, 
     Jerry Whitehead 
     Director of Youth, Recreation & Parks 

      
MOVED by Alderman Hempel SECONDED by Alderman Soos  
That the Common Council hereby approves the Deerwood Golf Course Winter Rate 
Schedule for the Department of Youth, Recreation & Parks as follows: 
 

Daily Play Rate :  
18 Hole Resident: $ 10.00  Non-resident: $ 18.00 
   9 hole Resident: $   6.00  Non-resident: $   9.00 
 
Cart Rental Rate : 
18 Hole: $ 17.00   9 Hole: $ 8.00 

 
The proposed Rate Schedule will take effect on October 15, 2005 and run through the 
closing of the 2005 Season, November 30, 2005.  
 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer     (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XXV. Monthly Reports 
 
.1 Police 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Monthly Report. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHERS 

 
A. 
Columbia Hook & Ladder - Re: Exemption Petition: 
     
    Joseph M. Black – 25 Years 
  
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt  SECONDED by Alderman Hempel 
To issue a 25 year certificate to Joseph M. Black. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
MOVED by Alderman Sommer SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo 
To bring the following communication to the floor. 
Ayes: Soos, Rizzo, Schwandt, Hempel, Sommer      (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
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MOVED by Alderman Sommer SECONDED by Alderman Soos 
That the North Tonawanda Common Council will hold it’s regular meetings at 6:00PM 
beginning Wednesday, November 1, 2005 through Wednesday, May 17, 2006. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo SECONDED by Alderman Schwandt 
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment: 5:12P.M. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Thomas M. Jaccarino  
 City Clerk 
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