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THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Tuesday, December 4, 2007   
7:00P.M. 
_____________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT SOMMER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present:  President Sommer 
    Aldermen Brick, Rizzo, Schwandt, Donovan 
 
 Absent:  None   
 
 Also Present:  Mayor Lawrence V. Soos  
    City Attorney Shawn P. Nickerson 
____________________________________ 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION NOVEMBER 20, 2007 
 
MOVED by Alderman Brick  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan 
That the minutes of the regular session held November 20, 2007 be approved as circulated 
and filed in the Office of the City Clerk. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Debbie Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive – Asked about the Municipal Cooperation 
Agreement agenda item. 
 
Sonia Dusza, 123 Miller Street – Stated that North Tonawanda should be equal partners 
with Lockport and Niagara Falls in the Municipal Cooperation Agreement and that the 
City should consolidate the Water and Wastewater Plants. 
 
Keith Craigie, 347 Brentwood Drive – Asked about some of the items on the Abstract of 
Claims. 
 
John Grzebinski, 617 Williams Avenue – Asked the Council not to approve the rezoning of 
489 Ward Road. 
 
Neal Leavoy, 619 Wardell Avenue – Spoke against the rezoning of 489 Ward Road and 
suggested that the developer look elsewhere in North Tonawanda. 
 
Sal Ferrari, 1001 Lincoln Avenue, Lockport – Stated that the City of North Tonawanda 
needs more services for its aging population and that the facility should be in a setting that 
has a “homelike atmosphere”. 
 
Mary Jane Nuwer, 562 Ruie Road – Suggested that the developer put the assisted living 
facility close to the senior housing on Sandra Lane and closer to DeGraff Hospital. 
 
Jim Thiel, 664 Wardell Avenue – Stated that the Common Council should try to maintain 
peaceful residential areas for citizens.   
 
Gordy Fritz, 1727 Eddy Drive – Stated that there are no sewers or drainage in the area of 
489 Ward Road and wanted to know who would pay for the sewers if the area was 
developed. 
____________________________________ 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
VII.1  Accountant  
 
 November 29, 2007 
 
Honorable Lawrence V. Soos, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York       14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
 
Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated December 4, 2007, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to 
respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Brick SECONDED by Alderman Donovan 
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
dated December 4, 2007 except for Voucher #3690 in the amount of $4,420.00 for 
clarification and further authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk respectively sign and 
countersign said Warrant: 

 
01 General Fund $2,511,040.27 

 02  Water Fund  170,677.39 
 04 Sewer Fund  270,132.27 
 06 Capital Project Fund 394,258.67 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund        316.51 
 08 Community Development         113,000.00 
 11 General Fund Encumbered  14,921.88 
   Final Total $3,474,346.99 
 
Ayes: Brick, Rizzo, Schwandt, Donovan, Sommer     (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________     
 
VII.2 Accountant 
 
 November 28, 2007 
 
Honorable Lawrence V. Soos, Mayor 
  and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York         14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
To Properly culminate the financial activities of the municipality for fiscal year 2007, I 
recommend that the Common Council authorize the City Accountant to make any 
necessary budgetary transfers, adjustments, subsidy’s or amendments for sanctioned 
expenditures, accrued liabilities, accounts payable and encumbrances, at December 31, 
2007.  It should be noted that Department Heads are still responsible and accountable for 
their financial actions. 
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Approval of this recommendation will insure that no appropriation accounts or operating 
funds are over-obligated at year-end, providing a favorable financial and management 
representation for the auditors, State Comptroller, investment analysts and bankers. 
 
This action would be in compliance with the State of New York Uniform System of 
Accounts for Cities and Generally Accepted Accounting Principals (GAAP). 
 
These actions will be reflected in the municipality’s year-end appropriation ledgers, the 
audited 2007 Financial Statements and in our Annual Financial Update Document, which 
is sent to the New York State Comptrollers office. 
 
     Very truly yours, 
     David R. Jakubaszek 
     City Accountant 
  
MOVED by Alderman Brick SECONDED by Alderman Schwandt 
That the Common Council hereby authorizes the City Accountant to make any necessary 
budgetary transfers, adjustments, subsidy’s or amendments for sanctioned expenditures, 
accrued liabilities, accounts payable and encumbrances, at December 31, 2007. 
Ayes: Brick, Rizzo, Schwandt, Donovan, Sommer     (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________     
 
VII.3 Accountant  
  
 November 29, 2007 
 
Honorable Lawrence V. Soos, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York       14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
In accordance with Article V, Division 2, Section 5.023 and Section 2.2 of the Budgetary 
Transfer Policy, please authorize the City Accountant to make the following transfers of 
fiscal year 2007 appropriations, based on the request of Department Heads, copy attached: 
 
Control Dollar   
Number Amount From Appropriation Account Into Appropriation Account 
 
    12 6,700.00 1-1620.440 Building & Grounds 1-1620.100 Personal Services 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Sommer  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan 
That the Common Council hereby authorizes the City Accountant to make the following 
budget amendment of fiscal year 2007 revenues and appropriations, based on the requests 
of Department Heads: 
 
Control Dollar   
Number Amount From Appropriation Account Into Appropriation Account 
 
    12 6,700.00 1-1620.440 Building & Grounds 1-1620.100 Personal Services 
 
Ayes: Brick, Rizzo, Schwandt, Donovan, Sommer     (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________     
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XVI. City Clerk  
 
 November 1, 2007 
 
Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re: Rezoning of property at 489 Ward Road from R-1-2 to R-C 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
On Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at 6:30PM a public hearing was held regarding the rezoning 
of 489 Ward Road.  It would be appropriate now to take action regarding the requested 
rezoning. 
 
  Very truly yours, 
  Thomas M. Jaccarino  
  City Clerk        
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Donovan 
That the Common Council hereby approves the rezoning of the property at 489 Ward 
Road from R-1-2 to R-C. 
Ayes: None            (0) 
Nays: Brick, Rizzo, Schwandt, Donovan, Sommer     (5) 
MOTION FAILED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XXV. Monthly Reports  
 
.1  Treasurer    
.2  Treasurer Investments    
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Monthly Reports. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
Alderman Sommer submitted the following resolution authorizing a municipal cooperation 
agreement with the City of Lockport, the Niagara Falls Water Board and the City of North 
Tonawanda for a water and waste water study: 
 
MOVED by Alderman Sommer  SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
WHEREAS, the City of Lockport, the City of North Tonawanda and the Niagara Falls 
Water Board submitted an application to New York State’s Shared Municipal Services 
Incentive Grant Program to study the feasibility of sharing and/or merging water and 
wastewater services among the three cities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed activity includes the completion of necessary environmental 
reviews, legal agreements, funding applications, and other preliminary work for purposes 
of achieving greater efficiencies and cost savings throughout the region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the city of Lockport, as Sponsor, received a grant of $400,000.00 from the 
New York State Department of State under contract number C-068815 for the 2006-2007 
Shared Municipal Services Incentive Grant Program for an initial contract period from 
April 1, 2006 through March 31, 2008; and 
 
WHEREAS, the total cost of the project is $444,444.00; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to said grant the City of Lockport, the City of North Tonawanda 
and the Niagara Falls Water Board shall, collectively, contribute $44,444.00 toward the 
PROJECT; and 
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WHEREAS,  the City of North Tonawanda and the Niagara Falls Water Board as 
participants in said study desire to cooperate with the City of Lockport as Sponsor in 
undertaking the above named project, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Lockport be and is 
hereby authorized to execute any and all documents with the New York State Department 
of State and the City of North Tonawanda and the Niagara Falls Water Board to effectuate 
the same; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the City of North Tonawanda’s portion of the cost of same be charged to 
the account specified by the North Tonawanda City Accountant, subject to review of the 
City Attorney and the Water Superintendent. 
Ayes: Brick, Rizzo, Schwandt, Donovan, Sommer     (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________     
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Dan Ross, 466 Wurlitzer Drive – Wanted to know who is in charge of the Building 
Inspector and wants answers to the letters that he wrote to the Building Inspector, 
Common Council and the City Attorney.  Stated that the Common Council should do 
something about the Building Inspector. 
 
Becky Hemming, 1791 Ellwood Avenue – Stated that there is clay in her water and she had 
to purchase a water filtration system.  She also complained that someone, not the property 
owner, installed numerous signs regarding Wal-Mart on the property across from her 
home.  She stated that the Wal-Mart situation is getting out of hand. 
 
Tammy Godyn, 843 Ohio Street – Stated that she installed the Wal-Mart signs on the 
property in question, as requested by the property owner, at various locations around the 
City. 
 
Judy Cagney, 471 Wurlitzer Drive – Stated that she also had a problem with the Building 
Inspector regarding installation of a generator at her home and wanted to know if the 
Common Council will vote on the Environmental Impact Study regarding Wal-Mart. 
 
Ed Berg, 1785 Ellwood Avenue – Wanted to know why and Economic Impact Study wasn’t 
done on Wal-Mart and stated that Wal-Mart will ruin the quality of life in North 
Tonawanda. 
 
John Grzebinski, 617 Williams Avenue – Wanted to know how much money the rezoning 
of 489 Ward Road would put in developers pocket. 
 
Sonia Dusza, 123 Miller Street – Asked why none of the City Officials attended the recent 
Planning Seminar that she sent them information about. 
 
Debbie Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive – Stated that Economic Impact Studies should be 
included for all development projects. 
____________________________________ 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment: 8:15P.M.  
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Thomas M. Jaccarino 
 City Clerk 


