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THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Tuesday, May 5, 2009   
6:00P.M. 
_____________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY ACTING PRESIDENT SCHWANDT  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present:  Acting President Schwandt 
    Aldermen Brick, Pasiak 
 
 Absent:  President Sommer 
    Alderman Donovan 
 
 Also Present:  Mayor Lawrence V. Soos 
    Attorney Shawn P. Nickerson 
_____________________________________ 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION APRIL 21, 2009 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak   SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the minutes of the regular session held April 21, 2009 be approved as circulated and filed in 
the Office of the Clerk-Treasurer. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED MARCH 9, 2009 
 

1) Bid – Spray Injection Pavement Patching Machine Rental – DPW  
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Proofs of 
Publication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Mike Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive – Requested a copy of the Abstract of Claims. 
 
Francis J. Offermann, Jr. – Attorney representing Thomas and Deborah Young – Spoke 
against the sale of their property, at 149 S. Meadow, at the Public Auction. 
 
Debbie Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive – Asked about the online auction and thought it was 
a good idea. 
_____________________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
 
II.1 Attorney  
 
 April 30, 2009 
 
Honorable Mayor & Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re: Amendment to Zoning Ordinance Regarding Signs 
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Dear Honorable Body: 
 
At a recent common council workshop, a brief discussion ensued regarding the use of §103-
9(A)(10)(b)(6) LED and LCD sign in the city.  I was directed to prepare some proposed 
legislation for your review.  My recommendations for permitting these signs is the 
following: 
 
 Repeal the present §103-9(A)(10)(b)(6) and add the following: 
  
 Amendment to §103-9(A)(10)(b)(6) (Zoning Ordinance): 
 

 (6). Light emitting diode (LED) and liquid crystal display (LCD) sign shall 
be permitted.  Such signs shall be permitted with flashing or intermittent 
illumination, to include continuous movement. 

 
If you concur with this proposal, please adopt the above amendment.  Thank you. 
 
      Very truly yours, 
      Robert Sondel 
      Assistant City Attorney 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Brick 

That the Common Council hereby repeals the present §103-9(A)(10)(b)(5) and (6) and 
approves the following Amendment to § 103-9(A)(10)(b)(5) and (6) Zoning Ordinance: 
 
(5) Does not face the side of any adjoining lot or is across the street from any lot 

situated in any R-1 or R-2 District;  
(6) Light emitting diode (LED) and liquid crystal display (LCD) sign shall be permitted.  

Such signs shall be permitted with flashing or intermittent illumination, to include 
continuous movement, provided that they are operated no earlier than 8:00 AM and 
no later than 11:00 PM.  
 

 
Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
II.2 Attorney 
 
 April 30, 2009 
 
Honorable Mayor & Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re: 48 Christiana Street Mortgage 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
As we discussed at a recent workshop session, the parcel at 48 Christiana Street is involved 
in a mortgage foreclosure.  The city presently holds a mortgage on the parcel that dates 
back to 1996.  The city’s mortgage is in third place.   
 
The city has been offered one thousand dollars for its interest in the parcel.  If the city 
decides not to accept this amount, it is likely that there would not be enough proceeds in the 
property to satisfy the city’s interest and the city would not recoup any funds.   
 
If this proposal is satisfactory to you, please pass a resolution accepting the one thousand 
dollars in full satisfaction.  I would also request that the mayor waive his veto, as the 
foreclosure will take place on May 3, 2009 if the city refuses said offer.  Thank you. 
 
      Very truly yours, 
      Robert Sondel 
      Assistant City Attorney 
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MOVED by Alderman Brick SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak 
That the Common Council hereby accepts one thousand dollars in full satisfaction of the 
mortgage held by the city regarding 48 Christiana Street. 
Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
VII. Accountant  
 
 April 30, 2009 
 
Honorable Lawrence V. Soos, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York       14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
 
Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated May 5, 2009, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to 
respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
for Common Council Audit dated May 5, 2009 and further authorizes the Mayor and City 
Clerk respectively sign and countersign said Warrant: 

 
01 General Fund $527,462.84 

 02  Water Fund  103,332.71 
 04 Sewer Fund 120,786.39 
 06 Capital Project Fund 132,396.80 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund     1,758.98 
 11 General Fund Encumbered     582.17 
 17 Home Rehab Program  4,598.50 
   Final Total $890,918.39 
 
Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
X. Police 
 
 April 30, 2009 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY  14120 
 
Honorable Body: 
 
Bids for police patrol vehicles were advertised and a public opening was held in the City 
Clerk’s office on April 29, 2009. 
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One bid was submitted for the purchase of patrol vehicles, which included a provision for 
trade in vehicles. 
 
I have submitted the information to the City Attorney’s office for review and approval and 
following his anticipated approval I request the bid for patrol vehicles be awarded to C. 
Basil Ford located at 1540 Walden Ave., Cheektowaga, NY for the number of cars that 
would be within the limits of our allotted budget. 
 
C. Basil Ford:  Price per car $23,689. 
The allowance is $15,580 for the 3 vehicles we will be trading in to them. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Randy D. Szukala 
 Chief of Police 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby awards the bid for patrol vehicles to C. Basil Ford, 1540 
Walden Ave., Cheektowaga, NY at $23,689 per vehicle subject to review of the City 
Attorney. 
Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XIV. Recreation 
  
 4/27/2009 
 
 
The Honorable Mayor, Lawrence Soos and Common Council Members 
City Hall 
216 Payne Ave. 
North Tonawanda, New York    14120 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor Soos and Common Council Members: 
 
Please receive and file the permanent appointment of Alex F. Domaradzki of 1349 Ruie 
Rd., North Tonawanda, New York, to the position of Youth Center Supervisor. Mr. 
Domaradzki’s has served as a provisional appointment since Monday, November 3, 2008 so 
I am requesting a probationary period be waived.  
 
Since his provisional appointment Alex has provided the Youth Center Program with new 
spirit and excitement that has been reflected in increased participation.  He has assisted in 
increasing the size and level of our Youth Board participation as well as providing quality 
service to the Parks & Recreation Program in general.   
 
 Mr. Domaradzki’s application has been approved by the Niagara County Civil Service 
Commission and he has scored first on the Civil Service Exam offered for his position.  
Alex is a lifelong resident, graduate of North Tonawanda Schools and Medaille College and 
possesses excellent motivation, character and management skills required by the position.  
 
The Youth Center Supervisor position is funded by the New York State Office of Children 
& Family Services.  

 
Thank you.  

 
 Sincerely, 
 Jerry Whitehead 
 Director of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
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XVI.1 Clerk-Treasurer  
 
 April 30, 2009 
 
Honorable Mayor and Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re:  City Owned Property Auction 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor and Common Council: 
 
Be advised that on Saturday, April 25, 2009, at the Grant Elementary School auditorium, the 
City in conjunction with Auctions International held an auction of City Owned parcels.  The 
results of the sale of these 14 parcels is attached, which totaled $386,150.00 should each sale be 
approved.   
 
It is my recommendation that the Council and the Mayor reject the bid on the property at 
1380 Sherwood Avenue and re-auction the parcel.  The property is currently part of an 
ongoing investigation by the North Tonawanda Police Department regarding possible 
vandalism and theft.  The winning bidder has notified Auctions International that they no 
longer wish to own the property, nor does the under bidder. 
 
Please take the necessary action to either accept or reject each bid, as reported, and if 
approved, direct the City Attorney to prepare the quit-claim deeds. 
 
 Very respectfully, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
MOVED by Alderman Brick SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak 
That the Common Council hereby tables the sale of the properties at 460 Schenck Street, 
500 Schenck Street and 1380 Sherwood Avenue. 
Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak 
That the Common Council hereby approves various property bids as follows: 
 
  ADDRESS  PRICE 
 
 562 Parkway Ave         $100.00 
 1414 Moll Street $51,000.00 
 1184 Marcia Drive 350.00 
 331 & 333 North Avenue $22,000.00 
 986 Oliver Street $10,200.00 
 76 Robinson Street $10,000.00 
 77 Wheatfield Street $20,000.00 
 295 Schenck Street $5,000.00 
 149 Meadow Drive South $55,000.00 
 455 Payne Avenue $6,500.00 
 
Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
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XVI.2 Clerk-Treasurer  
 
 April 30, 2009 
 
Honorable Mayor and Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re:  City Owned Property Auction 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor and Common Council: 
 
Be advised that the online auction for the contents of the property at 500 Schenk Street, 
formerly known as Parkside Lanes, closed on Wednesday, April 29 at 6PM.  At the close of 
bidding, the total amount was $20,371.85.  The costs as agreed upon are $15.00 per hour for 
cleaning, set up, tagging, photographing, inspections and removal.  The total of that cost is 
$600.00.  The commission paid to Auctions International is 10%.  According to Auctions 
International the net City portion is $17,734.66.      
 
Please take the necessary action to either accept or reject this bid, as reported, and if 
approved I will notify Auctions International and they will begin invoicing and arranging 
removal.   
  
 Very respectfully, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby approves the bids for the contents of the property at 500 
Schenck Street, formerly known as Parkside Lanes, in the amount of $17,734.66. 
Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XVI.3 Clerk-Treasurer  
 
 May 1, 2009 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
I am requesting to be appointed as a Commissioner of Deeds for the City of North 
Tonawanda.   
 
Thank you. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 1494 D’Angelo Drive 
 North Tonawanda, NY 14120   
         
MOVED by Alderman Brick SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak 
That the Common Council hereby appoints Robert G. Ortt, 1494 D’Angelo Drive, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120 as a Commissioner of Deeds for the City of North Tonawanda 
effective May 6, 2009 expiring May 5, 2011. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
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XXV. Monthly Reports 
 
.1 Treasurer   .3 Vital Statistics 
.2 Treasurer Investments 
 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Monthly Report. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHERS 

 
 
A. 
Columbia Hook & Ladder - Re: Removal from Fire Rolls: 
 
     Paul S. VanVoorhees 
     Joseph W. Duval 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak 
To remove Paul S. VanVoorhees and Joseph W. Duval from the City Fire Rolls. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
B. 
Gratwick Hose Co. - Re: Removal from Fire Rolls: 
 
      Eugene Snopkowski 
      Edwin Schroeder 
      Eugene Nycz 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak 
To remove Eugene Snopkowski, Edwin Schroeder, Eugene Nycz from the City Fire Rolls. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
C. 
Jeffrey Hardy 
 
 
  April 9, 2009 
 
North Tonawanda City Hall 
Attn:  Mayor Larry Soos 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Dear Mayor Soos: 
 
The Tim Frank Memorial Canal Fest 4 Miler Race Team is asking the City of North 
Tonawanda for permission to utilize Sweeney Street for the 2009 race. 
 
Now in its 23rd year, the run will be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, July 23. 
 
We are also asking for police assistance for traffic control prior to and during the race 
beginning at Main Street and extending two miles down Sweeney Street. 
 
In addition, for the first time ever, The Elks Lodge on Main and Sweeney Streets will be 
hosting our post-race party.  This means that if we are granted permission to use Sweeney 
Street, the entire event will be held in North Tonawanda! 
 
As you know, the 4 Miler is a prime fundraiser for the Boys and Girls Clubs of the 
Northtowns.  Most of the funds raised benefit the clubhouses located in the Cities of North 
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Tonawanda and Tonawanda. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  The City of North Tonawanda’s involvement in this 
event furthers its longstanding commitment to the programs and services of the Boys and 
Girls Clubs. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 887-8561 (work) or 688-7339 (home). 
 
My email address is Jeff_14Hardy@aol.com. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Jeffrey Hardy 
 Race Director 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby grants permission to the Boys & Girls Club to hold the 
Tim Frank Memorial Canal Fest 4 Miler Race on Sweeney Street at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 23 and further instructs the police to assist with traffic control prior to and during the 
race beginning at Main Street and extending two miles down Sweeney Street. 
Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
D. 
Carrousel Museum 
 
 January 14, 2009 
Mayor Lawrence Soos 
City Hall 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Dear Mayor Soos: 
 
As per our agreement with the City, I am notifying you that the Carrousel Museum will be 
presenting a Renaissance Festival in the Linear Park adjacent to the museum on Saturday, 
June 6, 2009 from 11:00AM – 6:00PM. 
 
We are also requesting use of Felton Field for the day – the portion outside the ballpark, as 
last year. The Society for Creative Anachronism, which is presenting the activities, will be 
supplying an insurance certificate to the city. 
 
Additional assistance from the City is requested as follows: 
 

1. Fencing to close in the linear park from Thompson to Lincoln, as last year. 
2. Fencing in Felton Field for the horse riding demonstrations.  Last time we had 

horses the city supplied the fencing and the SCA volunteers installed it.  
However, the ground was so hard it was extremely difficult.  We are hoping the 
city has a better way to install the posts, then the SCA would attach the fencing. 

3. Installation of the Renaissance Faire banner on Payne Ave. in early May.  
4. 8 tables from the Parks Dept. 
5. 6 trash cans. 
6. Street barriers to close off Thompson St. between Vandervoort and Lincoln. 
7. Although we had no difficult situations at all in the past 8 years, it may be 

helpful to have auxiliary police on hand to assist people crossing the street. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support for the museum. 
 
 Yours truly, 
 Charles W. Proefrock 
 President 
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MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby approves City assistance to the Carrousel Museum for 
their Renaissance Festival in the Linear Park adjacent to the museum on Saturday, June 6, 
2009 from 11:00AM – 6:00PM and the use of Felton Field for the day (the portion outside 
the ballpark) as follows: 
 

1. Fencing to close in the linear park from Thompson to Lincoln, as last year. 
2. Fencing in Felton Field for the horse riding demonstrations. 
3. Installation of the Renaissance Faire banner on Payne Ave. in early May.  
4. 8 tables from the Parks Dept. 
5. 6 trash cans. 
6. Street barriers to close off Thompson St. between Vandervoort and Lincoln. 
7. Auxiliary police to assist people crossing the street. 

Ayes: Brick, Pasiak, Schwandt (3) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
E. 
Auctions International 
 
 April 27, 2009 
 
City of N. Tonawanda Treasurer 
Mr. Robert Ortt 
City Hall 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
Via Fax:  716-505-2133 
 
Dear Rob: 
 
I am recommending that the bowling center be sold at the price received at the auction 
conducted on 4/25/09.  Taking into consideration the real estate market and the fact that 
bank money to purchase or rehab a commercial property at this time is almost impossible 
to obtain for the average person.  Even a business person that has cash, assets and good 
credit is going to have some difficulty.  Had this property been sold a year and a half or two 
years ago, the circumstances might have been different.  I feel that the property in its 
present condition is worth $250,000.00.  If you take into consideration the $35,000.00 IRS 
lien, the buyers premium of $18,500 and the inside assets being sold on line which are 
currently at $9,306.00 and will go higher, this brings it in a range of what I feel is a fair 
auction price.  If you hold this property longer in an attempt to get a higher amount of 
money which Auctions International is capable of doing by listing and selling it as part of 
the Niagara/Buffalo Board of Realtors, here is what I believe is most likely to happen.  You 
will receive offers subject to environmental studies, zoning and planning, and financial 
approval all of which take a considerable amount of time.  If all does not fall into place, we 
will have to start the process again which will take another year or two.  The city will not 
receive its taxes for 2009 and possibly 2010 while we attempt to get a higher price. 
 
The building as it stands as a bowling center is questionable as to whether it can make a 
profit.  There are other bowling centers in the area that are teetering on a financial 
distress.  The machines are old, the alley have been sanded down to their nails and need 
new wood to properly refurbish them.  If someone is going to use the property for a 
different purpose, the alleys must be removed.  Under the alleys there is a four foot drop 
and is nothing but dirt.  This means extensive filling and grading must be done and 
concrete must be poured.  The cost of concrete alone without labor will be $150,000.00 to 
$200,000.00.  The roof has several leaks.  If you walk the parking lot, you will find large 
sink holes and drop offs in the rear of the lot.  On the front side of the building, there are 
high tension wires.  I am sure these have an easement which allows very little of anything to 
take place on the frontage along the Twin City Highway.  These are all factors that sould be 
considered when making this decision. 
 
 Respectfully yours, 
 Russ Scherrer, CAI Auctioneer 
 Auctions International, Inc. 
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MOVED by Alderman Pasiak SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
F. 
Auctions International 
 
 April 30, 2009 
 
Mr. Robert Ortt 
N. Tonawanda Treasurer 
Via Fax: 505-2133 
 
Dear Rob: 
 
The bowling center personal property and fixtures are posted on our internet site under 
past prices.  The total was $20,371.85.  The costs as agreed upon are $15.00 per hour for 
cleaning, set up, tagging, photographing, inspections and removal.  Total $600.00.  Our 
commission was 10%.  The city should net $17,734.66.  When we receive approval we will 
start invoicing and arranging removal.  This number is contingent on getting an approval 
quickly before people lose their interest and purchase items they need from some other 
source.  If you have nay questions, please don’t hesitate to call. 
 
 Respectfully yours, 
 Russ Scherrer, CAI Auctioneer 
 Auctions International, Inc. 
  
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Kathy Kern, 1248 Greenbrier Lane – Thanked the Mayor for proclamation to NT Variety 
Show and the Inter-Faith Food Pantry.  Thanked Alderman Donovan for the Coyote 
informational meeting at Rescue on April 27, 2009 and criticized the Sound Off column in 
the Tonawanda News. 
 
Debbie Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive – Stated that there is a lack of communication 
between the Planning Board and the City Engineer and that the City Engineer should be 
required to attend the Planning Board meetings. 
 
Mike Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive – Thanked the Re-Tree NT Organization and the 
River Keepers for their work.  Wants the lack of parking throughout the City to be 
addressed. 
 
Danielle Pawarski – Asked what the Parkside Lanes building will be used for. 
_____________________________________ 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt  SECONDED by Alderman Brick 
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment: 6:45 P.M.  
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Clerk-Treasurer  


