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THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Tuesday, January 18, 2011   
6:30P.M. 
_____________________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT SCHWANDT 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: President Schwandt 
  Aldermen Pasiak, Andres, Zadzilka, Donovan  
 
 Absent: None  
  
 Also Present: Mayor Robert G. Ortt  
  City Attorney Shawn P. Nickerson 
____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION - None 
____________________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
 
I.1 Mayor 
 
 December 30, 2010 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re: Appointment to North Tonawanda Waterfront Commission 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I am appointing Steve Pawlik. 1100 Thomas Fox E., North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120, to the Waterfront Commission for a three (3) year term effective 
January 1, 2011 and expiring on December 31, 2013. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Faithfully, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Mayor 
 
MOVED by Alderman Donovan  SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
I.2 Mayor 
 
 December 30, 2010 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re:  Appointment to North Tonawanda Waterfront Commission 
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Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I am appointing Karl Heilemann, 1181 Master Street, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120 to the Commission for a three (3) year term effective January 1, 
2011 and expiring on December 31, 2013. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Faithfully, 

Robert G. Ortt 
      Mayor 
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
I.3 Mayor 
 
 January 11, 2011 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re: Appointment to North Tonawanda Waterfront Commission 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I am appointing Edward Smolinski, 1097 Sweeney Street, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120, to the Waterfront Commission effective January 1, 2011 and 
expiring on December 31, 2011. He will be filling out the term of Joseph Fonzi. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Faithfully yours, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Mayor 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Andres  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
I.4 Mayor 
 
 January 7, 2011 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re: Appointment to the Planning Commission 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I am re- appointing, Nathan Marton, 1162 Moll Street, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120, to the Planning Commission, effective January 1, 2011 expiring on 
December 31, 2017. 
 
Thank You for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Faithfully yours, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Mayor 
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MOVED by Alderman Donovan  SECONDED by Alderman Andres  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
I.5 Mayor 
 
 January 4, 2011 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re: Appointment to North Tonawanda Traffic Safety Committee 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I am appointing Mark R. Anastasi, 1148 Ruie Road, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120, to the Traffic Safety Committee, effective January 1, 2011 for a 
term of (3) three years expiring December 31, 2013. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Faithfully, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Mayor 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
I.6 Mayor 
 
 January 11, 2011 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re: Appointment to North Tonawanda Traffic Safety Commission 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I am appointing Mark Lemke, 320 Oakdale Drive,  North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120, to the Traffic Safety Commission effective January 1, 2011 for a 
term of (3) three years expiring on December 31, 2013.   
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Faithfully yours, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Mayor 
 
MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
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I.7 Mayor 
 
 January 7, 2011 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re: Appointment to the Property Maintenance Task Force 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I am appointing, Bill Paton, 55 5th Avenue, North Tonawanda, NY 
14120, to the Property Maintenance Task Force, this is a non-term appointment effective 
January 1, 2011.  
 
Thank You for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Faithfully yours, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Mayor 
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
I.8 Mayor 
 
 January 13, 2011 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body, 
 
As you are well aware, Governor Cuomo and a large majority of state legislators have 
identified as their top legislative priority for 2011 the imposition of a cap on school and 
municipal property taxes. It should be noted, that state mandates such as pension costs are 
what artificially force higher local spending and, therefore, higher local property taxes.  
Put simply, you can't cap what you can't control.   
  
New York Conference of Mayor’s(NYCOM) President Sam Teresi, Mayor of the City of 
Jamestown, in September appointed a Mayoral Task Force on Mandate Relief.  The 20-
member Task Force has been deliberating and developing a series of policy 
recommendations that NYCOM strongly believes must be approved by the State 
Legislature prior to the imposition of tax cap, if such a tax cap is expected to work.  The 
Task Force proposals have been released throughout New York State and focus on 
mandates that arbitrarily drive up workforce costs in cities like North Tonawanda.  Some 
of the recommendations are: 

 
 a temporary freeze on public sector wages for all public employees,  
 requiring local employees and retirees to contribute to the cost of health insurance,  
 requiring public employees to contribute to their pension.   

 
Unless these and other reforms are enacted prior to, or in concert with a property tax cap, 
cities like North Tonawanda will be forced to cut basic and necessary services such as 
public safety and emergency response in order to comply.  Our residents deserve these 
reforms and they demand these reforms.     
 
I urge your Honorable body to pass the attached resolution expressing support for a tax 
cap, only if it is followed with meaningful reforms to state mandates and cuts in state 
spending.  This resolution will be sent to Governor Cuomo, the Senate Majority and 
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Minority Leaders, Assembly Speaker and Minority Leader, Senator George Maziarz, 
Member of the Assembly Robin Schimminger, and the New York Conference of Mayors.  I 
thank you in advance for your support of this measure.  
 
 Faithfully yours, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Mayor 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak   SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
WHEREAS the level of property taxation throughout New York has reached dangerously 
high levels; and  
 
WHEREAS New York leads the nation in property taxes simply because we lead the nation 
in imposing inefficient state mandates on our local governments; and  
 
WHEREAS two of the largest components of every municipal budget over which local 
officials have little control – pension payments and health insurance costs – are increasing 
at exorbitant rates; and 
 
WHEREAS in the case of pension costs, bills from the State Retirement System will 
increase by an average of 40% in both 2011 and 2012; and  
 
WHEREAS state laws pertaining to the collective bargaining of contracts between 
municipalities and employee unions, particularly those pertaining to firefighters and police 
officers, do not allow local officials to reasonably control the costs such contracts impose on 
property taxpayers; and  
 
WHEREAS as a solution to New York’s property tax crisis, the Governor of New York and 
the New York State Legislature will, in 2011, consider enactment of legislation imposing a 
cap on the annual growth in property taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS a property tax cap will only work if it is simultaneously accompanied by a 
repeal of current state mandates that require local governments to increase spending and 
property taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS a property tax cap without repeal of costly state mandates will, by definition, 
lead to drastic cuts in essential local services and dramatic layoffs of municipal employees;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of North Tonawanda that the 
Governor of the State of New York and the members of the New York State Senate and 
New York State Assembly must reform the cost drivers that lead to high property taxes in 
New York – including pension benefits, health insurance costs and the collective bargaining 
process – as the central element of any effort to provide overdue property tax relief to the 
residents and businesses of New York. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Governor, Senate Majority and Minority Leaders, Assembly Speaker and Minority 
Leader, Senator George Maziarz, Member of Assembly Robin Schimminger, and the New 
York State Conference of Mayors. 
Ayes: Andres, Pasiak, Zadzilka, Donovan, Schwandt (5) 
Nays: None    (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
VII. Accountant 
 
 January 13, 2011 
 

Honorable Robert G. Ortt, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 

Dear Honorable Body: 
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In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
 

Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated January 18, 2011, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-
Treasurer to respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
for Common Council Audit dated January 18, 2011 and further authorizes the Mayor and 
City Clerk respectively sign and countersign said Warrant: 

 

01 General Fund $ 157,379.75 
02  Water Fund   62,764.68 

 04 Sewer Fund   54,325.68 
 06 Capital Project Fund   122,986.82 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund          122.95 
 09 Capital – Buffalo Bolt    969.76 
   Final Total  $398,549.64 
 

Ayes: Andres, Pasiak, Zadzilka, Donovan, Schwandt (5) 
Nays: None    (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XIV. Recreation 
 
 January 11, 2011 
 
The Honorable Mayor Robert Ortt and Common Council Members 
City Hall 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please review and approve for signing the attached renewal agreement between the 
Niagara County Office of the Aging and the City of North Tonawanda for the Senior 
Citizen Center Nutrition Program.  The agreement will allow the service to continue 
through December 31, 2011. 
 
The contract has been reviewed and approved by the City Attorney and I request that you 
authorize the Mayor to execute said contract. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Patricia A. Brosius 
 Director of Youth, Recreation & Parks 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
That the Common Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign the renewal agreement 
between the Niagara County Office of the Aging and the City of North Tonawanda for the 
Senior Citizen Center Nutrition Program.  The agreement will allow the service to continue 
through December 31, 2011.    
Ayes: Andres, Pasiak, Zadzilka, Donovan, Schwandt (5) 
Nays: None    (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
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XXV. Monthly Reports 
 
.1 Senior Citizens   .3 Police 
.2 City Clerk   .4 Treasurer  
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Monthly Reports. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XXVI. Semi-Annual Vacation and Sick Leave Reports 
 
.1 City Clerk   .3 Building Inspector 
.2 Treasurer  
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Schwandt  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Semi-Annual 
Vacation and Sick Leave Reports. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XXVII. Annual Reports  
 
.1 Police    .3 Senior Citizens 
.2 Building Inspector   .4 City Clerk 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Andres  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Annual Reports. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHERS 
 
 
A. 
Dennis Barberio   
 
 January 7, 2010 
 
Honorable Mayor 
Members of  
City of North Tonawanda Common Council 
 
Herewith is my request to be reappointed as Commissioner of Deeds.  My current 
commission expires March of 2011.  Please place my request on the next Common Council 
agenda for your vote. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 Respectfully, 
 Dennis J. Barberio 
 168 Stenzil Street 
 North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 Ph. 693-7835 
 
MOVED by Alderman Donovan  SECONDED by Alderman Schwandt  
That the Common Council hereby reappoints Dennis J. Barberio, 168 Stenzil Street, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120 as Commissioners of Deeds for the City of North Tonawanda for a 
term beginning March 4, 2011 expiring March 3, 2013. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
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B. 
NT National Little League 
  
 January 14, 2011 
 
Mayor Robert G. Ortt 
City of North Tonawanda 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Dear Mayor Ortt: 
 
The North Tonawanda National Little League is planning player registration for 2011 
Baseball Season. 
 
We are requesting your permission to hang a banner across Payne Avenue to advertise 
player registration.  We would like to have the banner hung from January 20 through 
February 28. 
 
I will contact you regarding this request within the next couple of days. 
 
Please contact me at 639-6128 (days) or 694-1433 (evenings) if you have any questions. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Richard E. Dentinger 
 Vice President 
 
MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Pasiak   
That the Common Council hereby directs the Department of Public Works to hang a 
banner across Payne Avenue to advertising player registration for the North Tonawanda 
National Little League from January 20 through February 28, 2011. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Ann Finkle, 896 Sun Valley Drive – Spoke on the proposed Tax Cap Resolution. 
 
Sue Wilke, 329 Miller Street – Told everyone that even though we celebrated Martin 
Luther King Day on Monday, it was also important to note that it was the anniversary of a 
speech that former President Dwight Eisenhower gave warning everyone about the 
Military Industrial Complex and she related that speech to the war in Iraq. 
 
Arnold Ott, 776 Remington – Told the Mayor and Common Council that it was the City’s 
job to shovel the sidewalk in front of his home and he was not going to do it. 
____________________________________ 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment: 6:56P.M.  
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
 
 Scott P. Kiedrowski   
 City Clerk–Treasurer  


