
02-15-11 

THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Tuesday, February 15, 2011   
6:30P.M. 
_____________________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT SCHWANDT 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: President Schwandt 
  Aldermen Pasiak, Andres, Zadzilka, Donovan  
 
 Absent: None  
  
 Also Present: Mayor Robert G. Ortt  
  City Attorney Shawn P. Nickerson 
____________________________________ 
 
The following Proclamation was presented to Michael Sass, Steven Sass, James Conti, 
David Sweeney, Emily Sweeney, Andrew Faulring, Jacob Dumais and Sam Dougherty: 

 

PROCLAMATION  
 
 
WHEREAS; the City of North Tonawanda recognizes the efforts of Michael Sass, Steven 
Sass, James Conti, David Sweeney, Emily Sweeney, Andrew Faulring, Jacob Dumais and 
Sam Dougherty for their collective self taught engineering and homegrown ingenuity as 
applied to the construction of their “Ice Castle”, and  
 
WHEREAS; these gentleman have together brought a sense of civic pride and community 
togetherness here in North Tonawanda that is rarely seen in the world today, and 
 
WHEREAS; the building of this snow structure had shined a positive spotlight on the City 
of North Tonawanda, and has been widely seen throughout all of Western New York as a 
wonderful “frigid friendly” activity undertaken during this long winter, and 
 
WHEREAS; their neighbors have also pitched in with the donation of many “wagon fulls” 
of snow to help these young men throughout this construction endeavor 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of North 
Tonawanda and the City of North Tonawanda Common Council congratulates Michael, 
Steven, James, David, and Sam for a job well done and hereby declares Tuesday, February 
15th 2011 “Ice Castle Day” here in the City of North Tonawanda. 
_______________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – None  
____________________________________ 
 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION FEBRUARY 1, 2011 
 
 
MOVED by Alderman Schwandt   SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the minutes of the regular session held February 1, 2011 be approved as circulated and 
filed in the Office of the City Clerk-Treasurer. 
CARRIED. 
_______________________________ 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
I. Mayor 
 
North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re:  Appointment as Bingo Commissioner North Tonawanda 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I am appointing Debra L. Dotterweich, 204 Lindsay Place, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120, as the Bingo Inspector for a one (1) year term effective February 
15, 2011 and expiring February 15, 2012. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Robert G. Ortt 
 Mayor 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned communication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
VII.1 Accountant 
 

 February 9, 2011 
 

Honorable Robert G. Ortt, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 

Dear Honorable Body: 
In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
 

Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated February 15, 2011, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-
Treasurer to respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 

 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 

MOVED by Alderman Donovan  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
for Common Council Audit dated February 15, 2011 and further authorizes the Mayor and 
City Clerk-Treasurer to respectively sign and countersign said Warrant: 

 

01 General Fund $304,701.13 
02  Water Fund  13,074.25 

 04 Sewer Fund 53,546.31 
 06 Capital Project Fund 102,884.90 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund      122.95         
 11 General Fund Encumbered   103,176.84 
 14 Sewer Fund Encumbered   1,982.43  
  Final Total  $579,488.81 
 

Ayes: Andres, Pasiak, Zadzilka, Donovan, Schwandt (5) 
Nays: None    (0) 
CARRIED. 
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VII.2 Accounting 
 
 February 9, 2011 
 
Honorable Robert G. Ortt, Mayor 
  and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Please be advised that I sent out a Request for Proposal for the professional service of Bond 
Counsel for the City of North Tonawanda, on January 13, 2011, to five firms. 
 
I received a formal proposal from four of those firms and have evaluated each of them 
using the criteria of experience, resources, location and cost.  Based on my evaluation, all 
four firms are qualified to do the work of bond counsel.  I have tabulated the criteria, as 
follows: 
 
Criteria    Harris  Hawkins     Orrick           Phillips 
     Beach  Delafield Herrington  Lytle 
       & Wood & Sutcliffee 
 
Experience: 5 5 5 5 
 
Resources / Location: 4 3  3 4  
 
Cost: 4 4 4 2  
 
Total Points:  13 12  12  11  
 
 
Accordingly, if you agree with me evaluation, please pass a resolution engaging the services 
of the firm of Harris Beach as bond counsel for the city of North Tonawanda. 
  
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
  
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Andres  
That the Common Council hereby awards professional service of Bond Counsel for the 
City of North Tonawanda to Harris Beach PLLC, 99 Garnsey Road, Pittsford, NY 14534 
subject to review of the City Attorney. 
Ayes: Andres, Pasiak, Zadzilka, Donovan, Schwandt (5) 
Nays: None    (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
IX. Public Works 
 
 February 11, 2011 
 
Honorable Mayor & Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY  14120 
 
Re:   Removal of Pedestrian Crossing 
           
Honorable Body: 
 
CSX Railroad has requested permission to remove the pedestrian crossing over the 
railroad tracks in front of the DPW garage located at 758 Erie Avenue. 
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Since this crossing was installed to accommodate the TNT Trade Expo, which is not held at 
this location anymore, I see no reason not to grant CSX Railroad permission to remove this 
crossing. 
 
If you agree with this please pass a resolution allowing CSX to remove the existing 
pedestrian crossing located at CSX mile-post QCN 14.77, DOT # 918251J. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 Michael Guidotti 
 Acting Superintendent of Public Works 
 
 
MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
That the Common Council hereby grants permission to CSX Railroad to remove the 
existing pedestrian crossing located at 758 Erie Avenue, CSX mile-post QCN 14.77, DOT # 
918251J. 
Ayes: Andres, Pasiak, Zadzilka, Donovan, Schwandt (5) 
Nays: None    (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
XXV. Monthly Reports 
 
.1 Senior Citizens   .3 Treasurer 
.2 Police   .4 City Clerk 
 
 
MOVED by Alderman Pasiak  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Monthly Report. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
 
ANN FINKLE, 896 Sun Valley Drive – Brought to the Common Council’s attention a 
pamphlet she received in the mail for a food drive for Veterans.  Read a prepared 
statement about her perception of meetings run by the Common Council. 
 
 
Thomas Konopka, 1261 Bowen Court – Spoke on Veterans Issues/Looking for younger 
Veterans to join in local Veteran activities. Spoke on the need for “Life Coach’s” to help 
Veterans with a variety of life issues.  Told the Common Council that Vietnam Veterans 
Chapter 77 of Tonawanda will always be ready to help any Veterans in need.  Thanked the 
Mayor and Common Council for use of Common Council Chambers for the Veterans 
Forum. 
 
 
Michael Gondek, 257 Brentwood Drive – Spoke on Mayor Ortt’s State of the City Address, 
like what he heard, thought the Mayor should cut more than 5% in each department.  
Wanted to know how bad the budget was. Wanted to know if the budgeting process was 
simply a band-aid approach or will it actually get the City back on track. Went on to 
inquire why the weekly recycling program could not be done every 2 weeks thus save on 
manpower, gas, and that every 2 weeks would be a better utilization of manpower that 
might be needed on other projects. Thought Canal Fest should be downsized like many 
other festivals, less days, less manpower needed, less OT will result, went on to talk about 
Privatizing Water/Wastewater and DPW/Garbage Pickup. Inquired why we use so many 
trucks to pick up waste, when other communities use large tractor trailer like vehicles, 
using bigger trucks equates to less trucks, less trips, less manpower, less OT. Wanted the 
Mayor and Common Council to think out of the box. 
____________________________________ 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres   SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment: 7:10P.M.  
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
 
 Scott P. Kiedrowski   
 City Clerk–Treasurer  


