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THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Tuesday, April 17, 2012 
6:30P.M. 
____________________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT ANDRES 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: President Andres  
  Alderman Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka 
 
 Absent: Mayor Robert G. Ortt 
     City Attorney Shawn P. Nickerson 
 
 Also Present: Assistant City Attorney Robert Sondel  
____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Ann Finkle, 896 Sun Valley Drive – Questioned the refurbishing of the Erie Avenue water 
tank. Asked if the tanked will be drained, will there be less water pressure, and how the 
debris from inside will be removed. 
 
____________________________________ 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION APRIL 3, 2012 
 
MOVED by Alderman Donovan   SECONDED by Alderman Needler  
That the minutes of the regular session held April 3, 2012 be approved as circulated and filed 
in the Office of the City Clerk. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED MARCH 17 & 24, 2012 
 
1) Public Hearing – Alley Closing Behind 116 and 120 Wheatfield St. – Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo   SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Proof of 
Publication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
I. Mayor 
 
 April 12, 2012 
 
City of North Tonawanda Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Re: Community Night at Coca-Cola Field 
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Dear Honorable Body: 
 
On July 2nd the City of North Tonawanda will be participating in “Community Nights” at 
Coca-Cola Field.  This is a fundraising event that will benefit the Babe Ruth and North 
Tonawanda National Little League.  We will receive a portion of the money from our ticket 
sales for the Bison’s game to be played on July 2nd at 7:05.  The profits will be split between 
the two little leagues.  This will be a great opportunity to showcase North Tonawanda’s 
community pride, as well as to raise money and support our youth baseball organizations. 
 
If your honorable body should concur, I respectfully request that you allow me to execute 
this agreement upon review and approval by the City Attorney. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
  Faithfully yours, 
  Robert G. Ortt 
  Mayor  
 
MOVED by Alderman Donovan  SECONDED by Alderman Needler  
That the Common Council hereby grants permission to the Mayor to sign the agreement 
for the “Community Nights” at Coca-Cola Field on July 2nd which will benefit the Babe 
Ruth and North Tonawanda National Little Leagues, subject to review and approval of the 
City Attorney.   
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
IV. Engineer 
 
 April 12, 2012 
 
Honorable Robert G. Ortt, Mayor 
and Common Council Members 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re: Project No. 2011-01, Erie Avenue Elevated Water Storage Tank 
 Tank Refurbishing 
 Award of Construction Contract  
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
On March 27, 2012, bids were received and opened by the City Clerk for the Erie Avenue 
Elevated Water Storage Tank Refurbishing Project. The results are as follows: 
 

1. Amstar of WNY Inc. $440,000 
2. Marine Steel Painting Corp. $559,000 
3. Atlas Painting and Steel Corp. $849,000 
4. Classic Protective Coatings          $914,753 

 
In 2011, based on the projections from our consulting engineer on the inside painting and 
moderate repairs to the structure; we borrowed $400,000 in a bond resolution.  As the 
project evolved, it has been determined that the repairs were substantial and the aggregate 
cost, to include engineering with 5% construction contingencies would be $530,000.  
Accordingly, the City Accountant recommended that we transfer $130,000 from the Water 
Fund into the Capital Fund, to cover this short fall.  All unused funds will be transferred 
back into the Water Fund upon completion of the project 
 
The City’s project consultant Wendel has reviewed and tabulated the bid results and are 
recommending award of the project at the base bid amount.  
 
I therefore respectfully request that the Common Council award Project 2011-01 Erie 
Avenue Water Storage Tank Refurbishing Project to Amstar of Western New York Inc.,  
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825 Rein Road, Cheektowaga, NY 14225, at their low base bid amount of $440,000; 
authorizing the Mayor to sign said contract subject to review by the City Attorney, and 
further, authorize the City Accountant to transfer $130,000 from the Water Fund to the 
Capital Fund. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
      Dale W. Marshall, P.E. 
      City Engineer 
 
MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo  
That the Common Council hereby awards Project 2011-01 Erie Avenue Water Storage 
Tank Refurbishing Project to Amstar of Western New York Inc. 825 Rein Road, 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225, at their low base bid amount of $440,000; authorizes the Mayor 
to sign said contract subject to review by the City Attorney, and further, authorizes the 
City Accountant to transfer $130,000 from the Water Fund to the Capital Fund. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
VII. Accountant  
 
 April 12, 2012 
 
Honorable Robert G. Ortt, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
 
Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated April 17, 2012, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-
Treasurer to respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 David R. Jakubaszek 
 City Accountant 
 
MOVED by Alderman Needler  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
for Common Council Audit dated April 17, 2012 and further authorizes the Mayor and 
City Clerk-Treasurer to respectively sign and countersign said Warrant: 

 
01 General Fund $640,744.78 
02  Water Fund      34,151.33 

 04 Sewer Fund     66,221.92 
 06 Capital Project Fund   18,079.26 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund 351.60 
 11 General Fund Encumbered      2,273.96 
 17 Home Rehab Program       73.00 
  Final Total $761,895.85 
 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None     (0) 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
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XIX. Building Inspector 
 
To: Mayor and Common Council  Date:   April 3, 2012 
 
From: Cosimo R. Capozzi    Re:  Weed Cutting Contract 
 Building Inspector 
 
Attached please find copy of two proposals received by this department for brush and weed 
cutting and clean up of private property for 2012 season. 
 
We sent out eleven requests for bids to local landscaping contractors and received two 
responses.  (copies included) 
 
Deering Landscape Contractors of 310 Warner Avenue, North Tonawanda is the lowest 
bid.  This company is fully licensed and properly insured.  I therefore request that Deering 
Landscape Contractors be awarded the 2012 weed cutting contract. 
 
    Cosimo Capozzi 
    Building Inspector 
 
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby awards the 2012 Weed Cutting Contract to Deering 
Landscape Contractors of 310 Warner Avenue, North Tonawanda, subject to approval of 
the City Attorney. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
XXV. Monthly Reports 
 
.1 Treasurer 
.2 Senior Citizens     
   
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Needler  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Monthly Reports. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHERS 
 
 
A. 
Suzanne Needler 
 
 March 23, 2012 
 
I, Suzanne Needler, hereby request to be named a Commissioner of Deeds for the City of 
North Tonawanda, NY.  I currently reside at 1649 Fillner Avenue, North Tonawanda, NY 
14120. 
 Suzanne Needler 
  
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres  SECONDED by Alderman Needler  
That the Common Council hereby appoints Suzanne Needler, 1649 Fillner Avenue, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120 as a Commissioner of Deeds for the City of North Tonawanda 
effective April 18, 2012 expiring April 17, 2012. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
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B. 
Michele Ackerman 
 
 April 11, 2012 
 
Honorable Body and Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
I am requesting to be reappointed as a Commissioner of Deeds for the City of North 
Tonawanda.  Thank you. 
 
      Sincerely, 
      Michele Ackerman  
 1561 Master Street 
 North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
  
MOVED by Alderman Donovan  SECONDED by Alderman Andres  
That the Common Council hereby appoints Michele Ackerman, 1561 Master Street,  North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120 as a Commissioner of Deeds for the City of North Tonawanda 
effective April 21, 2012 expiring April 20, 2014. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
C. 
Columbia Hook & Ladder  - Re: Statement of Volunteer Fireman: 
 
       Christopher M. Wildey 
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
To add Christopher M. Widley to the City Fire Rolls. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
D. 
St. Jude the Apostle Parish 
 
Dear Mr. Ortt and Common Council: 
 
I am writing to you to request permission to allow us to once again conduct our annual “St. 
Jude the Apostle Awesome 5K Run” on Saturday, June 16, 2012. 
 
In addition to the Master’s 5K race, we want to have a children’s “Runt Race” as well as a 
“Waddler’s Walk” for people of all ages. 
 
The approximate time is 1.5 hours beginning at 3:00 pm and, as in the past it would involve 
having some streets temporarily blocked off.  We have worked with Mr. Roger Zgolak, the 
“Road Captain” and hope that he would be able to assist us again this year with the 
necessary cones, police escorts and road barriers. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Rev. Edward Jost 
  
MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo  
That the Common Council hereby directs the Police Department and the Department of 
Public Works to provide St. Jude the Apostle Parish with the necessary cones, police 
escorts and road barriers needed for their 5K run on Saturday, June 16, 2012. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
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E. 
Carrousel Museum 
 
 April 9, 2012 
 
Mayor Robert Ortt 
City Hall 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Dear Mayor Ortt: 
 
As per our agreement with the City, I am notifying you that the Carrousel Museum will be 
presenting a Renaissance Festival in the Linear Park adjacent to the museum on Saturday, 
June 2, 2012 from 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

We are also requesting use of Felton Field for the day - the portion outside the ballpark, as 
in the past 8 years. 

The Society for Creative Anachronism, which is presenting the activities, will be supplying an 
insurance certificate to the city. 

Additional assistance from the City is requested as follows: 

1- Fencing to close in the linear park from Thompson to Lincoln, as in the past. 
2- 8 tables from Parks Dept. 
3- 6 trash cans 
4- street barriers to close off Thompson St. between Vandervoort and Lincoln 
5- permission to hang a promotional banner across Payne Ave. as in the past 
6- although we had no difficult situations at all in the past 8 years, it may be helpful to 

have auxiliary police on hand to assist people crossing the street 
 
Thank you for your continuing support for the museum. 
 
 Yours truly, 
 Rae Proefrock 
 Director  
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
That the Common Council hereby approves City assistance to the Carrousel Museum for 
their Renaissance Festival in the Linear Park adjacent to the museum on Saturday, June 2, 
2012 from 11:00AM – 6:00PM and the use of Felton Field for the day (the portion outside 
the ballpark) as follows: 
 

1. Fencing to close in the linear park from Thompson to Lincoln. 
2. 8 tables from Parks Dept. 
3. 6 trash cans 
4. Street barriers to close off Thompson St. between Vandervoort and Lincoln 
5. Permission to hang a promotional banner across Payne Ave. 
6. Auxiliary police to assist people crossing the street. 

 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
  
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Ann Finkle, 896 Sun Valley Drive –Questioned the Commissioner of Deed’s Appointments 
that were on the agenda. 
_____________________________________ 
 
  



 

04-17-2012 

7
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Needler  
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment:  6:49 P.M. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Scott P. Kiedrowski  
 City Clerk–Treasurer       


