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THE HONORABLE BODY 
Council Chambers 
Municipal Building 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
Tuesday, April 16, 2013 
6:30P.M. 
____________________________________ 
 
REGULAR SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT ANDRES 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: President Andres  
  Alderman Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka 
 
 Absent: None  
 
 Also Present: Mayor Robert G. Ortt 
  City Attorney Shawn P. Nickerson 
____________________________________ 
 

Mayor Ortt presented the following Proclamation to the North Tonawanda Police 
Department: 
 
Whereas, on April 20th, 1888, the North Tonawanda Police Department became official. 
Charles Kohler was the first Chief and the department consisted of two officers; and 
 
Whereas, the first police Station was located in the YMCA building at the corner of 
Tremont and Main Street the actual Jail was constructed of sheet iron and barred on one 
wall giving the illusion of a steel box, as comfort was not the immediate concern; and 
 
Whereas, police cars were rare at this time, the officers walked the beat and relied on the 
call boxes to stay in touch with headquarters, it was not uncommon for residents to wait an 
hour or more for an officer to arrive; and 
 
Whereas, today 125 years later; the North Tonawanda Police Department consists of a 
police chief, three captains, eight lieutenants, 4 detectives, and 30 officers; and 
 
Whereas, we have officers assigned to special duties such as, Detective Bureau, Juvenile 
Aid Bureau, Training Division, SWAT Team, Range Officer, K-9 Officer, arson and 
accident investigation, Niagara County Drug Task Force, assist with the Niagara County 
Sheriff’s Department Aviation Unit and the NTPD Honor Guard Detail; and 
 
Whereas, the North Tonawanda Police Department was one of the first to train their 
officers' in the use of pepper spray, tasers and the patrol rifle program. We were also the 
first local department to establish a domestic violence policy. 
 
Whereas, over the past 125 years there were two line of duty deaths, in August 1919 at the 
age of 36, Officer Kasbaum was shot and & killed by two auto thieves.   On October of 
1949, at the age of 58, Captain Beilein died of exposure to toxins; he served the department 
for 25 years. 
 
Now therefore be it resolved that I, Mayor Robert G. Ortt, and the North Tonawanda 
Common Council extend our deepest appreciation and gratitude to our Police Department 
for 125 years of dedication to our fine city and for being “Second to None”. 
____________________________________ 
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City Clerk-Treasurer Scott P. Kiedrowski presented awards to the 2013 Easter Writing 
Contest Winners: 
 

Jackson Chlebowy, age 10, Grade 4, Mrs. Anson/Drake 
Emily Barnes, age 10, Grade 4, Mrs. Beutel/Drake 

Lauren Fisher, age 11, Grade 5, Mrs. Mahady/Drake 
Will Marshall, age 11, Grade 5, Mrs. Smith/Drake 
Jaedon Zalewski age 8 Grade 2 Mrs. Otis/Spruce 
Page Walsh, age10, Grade 5, Mrs. Kendt/Meadow 
Seth Oviatt, age 8, Grade 2, Mrs. Birkman/Ohio 

Madeline Mahoney, age 9, Grade 3 Mrs. Jafarjin/Meadow 
Alaina Roberts, age 8, Grade 3, Mrs. Solomon/Spruce 

Harrison Roberts, age 6, Grade 1, Mrs. Kiedrowski/Spruce 
Brittany Day, age 6, Grade 1, Mrs. Ballou/Spruce 

 
____________________________________ 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION APRIL 2, 2013 
 
MOVED by Alderman Donovan   SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the minutes of the regular session held April 2, 2013 be approved as circulated and filed 
in the Office of the City Clerk. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED MARCH 8 & 12, 2013 
 

1) Bid – Memorial Pool Waterslide Repairs – City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED MARCH 21 & 28, 2013 
 

1) Legal Notice – Collection of 2013 Taxes – City Clerk-Treasurer 
 

 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED MARCH 28, 2013 

 
1) Bid – Waste Hauling & Disposal for WWTP– City Clerk-Treasurer 

 
 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED APRIL 5 & 9, 2013 
 

1) Bid – Make Up Air Units for WWTP– City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHED APRIL 10, 2013 
 

1) Bid – Southwest Primary Digester Cleaning for WWTP– City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
MOVED by Alderman Needler   SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby receives and files the aforementioned Proofs of 
Publication. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION - None 
____________________________________ 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 

 
 
II.1 Attorney 
 
 April 11, 2013 
 
Hon. Mayor and Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re: Lease Agreement – Niagara River Cruises, Inc. – 2013 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Attached, for your review, is a proposed lease agreement with Niagara River Cruises, Inc. 
for the lease of 50 feet of dock space adjacent to 184 Sweeney Street, for the purpose of 
docking a 42-ft. Harker vessel to provide boat cruises to and from the City of North 
Tonawanda in the Erie Barge Canal and the Niagara River. The term of the lease is April 1 
to November 1 each year.  
 
Should your Honorable Body concur, please pass a resolution to allow the Mayor to 
execute the Lease Agreement between the City of North Tonawanda and Niagara River 
Cruises, Inc., for the lease of 50 feet of dock space adjacent to 184 Sweeney Street, for the 
period April 1 to November 1, 2013, in order to provide boat cruises to the public to and 
from the City of North Tonawanda in the Erie Barge Canal and the Niagara River, subject 
to any further review by the City Attorney. 
 
  Very truly yours, 
  Shawn P. Nickerson 
  City Attorney 
 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan 
That the Common Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign the Lease Agreement 
between the City of North Tonawanda and Niagara River Cruises, Inc., for the lease of 50 
feet of dock space adjacent to 184 Sweeney Street, for the period of April 1 to November 1, 
2013, in order to provide boat cruises to the public to and from the City of North 
Tonawanda in the Erie Barge Canal and the Niagara River, subject to any further review 
by the City Attorney. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
II.2 Attorney 
 
  April 11, 2013 
 
Hon. Mayor and Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re: Registration for North Tonawanda Athletic Association 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Attached is a request by the North Tonawanda Athletic Association for permission to 
install a portable sign at or near the corner of Erie and Strad Avenues to facilitate 
registration for their organization.  The sign would be in place for the months of May and 
June 2013. 
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Should your Honorable Body concur, please pass a resolution to allow the North 
Tonawanda Athletic Association to install a sign at the corner of Erie and Strad Avenues 
for the months of May and June to facilitate registration for their organization. 
 
  Very truly yours, 
  Shawn P. Nickerson 
  City Attorney 
 
MOVED by Alderman Needler  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
That the Common Council hereby grants permission to the NTAA to place a sign at the 
corner of Erie and Strad Avenues for the months of May and June to facilitate registration 
for their organization. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
II.3 Attorney 
 
  April 12, 2013 
 
Hon. Mayor and Common Council 
City Hall, 216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Re: Webster Street Concert Series – Crazy Jake’s 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Attached, for your review, is a proposed Agreement between the City of North Tonawanda 
and Crazy Jakes, for concert promoter Greg Doel to provide a series of four Saturday 
night concerts to be held within the public thoroughfare on the first block of Webster 
Street, between Tremont and Sweeney Streets.  The dates of the free summer street 
concerts are:  July 6, July 13, July 27 and August 3, 2013. 
 
Should your Honorable Body concur, please authorize the Mayor to execute the Agreement 
between the City of North Tonawanda and Crazy Jakes, subject to any further review by 
the City Attorney. 
 
  Very truly yours, 
  Shawn P. Nickerson 
  City Attorney 
 
MOVED by Alderman Andres  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
That the Common Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign the Agreement between the 
City of North Tonawanda and Crazy Jakes, for concert promoter Greg Doel to provide a 
series of four Saturday night concerts to be held within the public thoroughfare on the first 
block of Webster Street, between Tremont and Sweeney Streets on  July 6, July 13, July 27 
and August 3, 2013, subject to any further review by the City Attorney. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
IV. Engineer 
 
 April 11, 2013 
 
Honorable Robert G. Ortt, Mayor 
and Common Council Members 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
 



 

04-16-2013 

5 

 
Re: Project 2011-06 Payne Park Memorial Pool Waterslide Painting 

 Award of Construction Contract  
 

Dear Honorable Body: 
 
On March 26, 2013, bids were received and opened by the City Clerk-Treasurer for Payne 
Park Memorial Pool Waterslide Painting Project. The results are as follows: 
 
1. Erie Painting and Maintenance   $62,000 
2. AMSTAR of WNY     $99,912 
 
Funds are allocated for the project in the 2013 Capital Budget with additional funds 
provided from the Capital Projects Playgrounds Account. 
 
Accordingly, I respectfully request that the Common Council award Project 2011-06 Payne 
Park Memorial Pool Waterslide Painting Project to Erie Painting and Maintenance, Inc., 
999 Rein Road, Cheektowaga, NY 14225, at their low bid amount of $62,000; authorizing 
the Mayor to sign said contract subject to review by the City Attorney. 
 
  Very truly yours, 
      Dale W. Marshall, P.E. 
      City Engineer 
 
MOVED by Alderman Donovan  SECONDED by Alderman Andres  
That the Common Council hereby awards Project 2011-06 Payne Park Memorial Pool 
Waterslide Painting Project to Erie Painting and Maintenance, Inc., 999 Rein Road, 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225, at their low bid amount of $62,000 and authorizes the Mayor to 
sign said contract subject to review by the City Attorney. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
VII.1 Accountant  
 
 April 11, 2013 
 
Honorable Robert G. Ortt, Mayor 
 and Common Council 
City Hall 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
In accordance with Article V, Division 1, Section 5.002 and 5.003 of the City Charter, an 
Abstract Sheet, comprised of a Warrant of Claims, has been submitted by this office for 
your review and approval. 
 
Accordingly, please authorize for payment the current Warrant of Claims for Common 
Council audit, dated April 16, 2013, and further authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-
Treasurer to respectively sign and countersign said Warrant. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 Mark W. Dotterweich  
 City Accountant 
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MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo  
That the Common Council hereby authorizes for payment the current Abstract of Claims 
for Common Council Audit dated April 16, 2013 and further authorizes the Mayor and 
City Clerk-Treasurer to respectively sign and countersign said Warrant: 

 
01 General Fund $344,627.62 
02  Water Fund         27,708.11 

 04 Sewer Fund     39,053.54 
 06 Capital Project Fund     62,271.86 
 07 Trust & Agency Fund  1,132.00 
 17 Home Rehab Program   71,363.00 
  Final Total  $546,156.13 
 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None     (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
XIX.  Building Inspector 
 
 To:  Mayor and Common Council Date:  April 1, 2013 
 
From:  Cosimo R. Capozzi Re:  Weed cutting contract  
  Building Inspector   
 
Attached please find copy of the single proposal received by this department for brush and 
weed cutting and clean up of private property for 2013 season. 
 
We sent out ten requests for bids to local landscaping contractors and received one 
response. (Copy included) 
 
Deering Landscape Contractors of 310 Warner Avenue, North Tonawanda is the only bid 
received.  This company is fully licensed and properly insured.  I therefore request that 
Deering Landscape Contractors be awarded the 2013 weed cutting contract 
 
 Cosimo R. Capozzi 
 Building Inspector 
 
MOVED by Alderman Donovan  SECONDED by Alderman Needler  
That the Common Council hereby awards the 2013 Weed Cutting Contract to Deering 
Landscape Contractors of 310 Warner Avenue, North Tonawanda, subject to approval of 
the City Attorney. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None  (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
XXV. Monthly Reports 
 
.1 City Clerk    .3 Police  
.2 Senior Citizens    .4 Treasurer 
 
MOVED by Alderman Rizzo   SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  
To receive and file the aforementioned Monthly Reports. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHERS 
 
A.   

Peter E. Smolinski  

Janet L. Smolinski  

 

    April 8, 2013 

 

Honorable Common Council 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
We are requesting to be appointed as Commissioners of Deeds for the City of North 
Tonawanda.  Thank you. 
 
 Peter E. Smolinski    

 Janet L. Smolinski 

 449 Robert Drive 

 North Tonawanda, NY 14120 

 

MOVED by Alderman Andres  SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo  
That the Common Council hereby appoints Peter E. Smolinski, 449 Robert Drive, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120 and Janet L. Smolinski 449 Robert Drive, North Tonawanda, NY 
14120 as Commissioner of Deeds for the City of North Tonawanda beginning June 22, 2013 
expiring June 21, 2015. 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 

B.   

Gratwick Hose  - Re: Removal from Fire Rolls: 

 

      Edward King 

 

MOVED by Alderman Rizzo  SECONDED by Alderman Zadzilka  

To remove Edward King from the City Fire Rolls. 

CARRIED. 

_____________________________________ 
 

C.   

Sweeney Hose #7  - Re: Statement of Volunteer Fireman: 

     

      Andrew Dotterweich 

 

 

MOVED by Alderman Donovan   SECONDED by Alderman Andres  

To add Andrew Dotterweich to the City Fire Rolls. 

CARRIED. 

_____________________________________ 
 

D.    

Erie Canal Fishing Derby  

 

 

North Tonawanda Common Council: 

 

The Erie Canal Fishing Derby would like permission to erect two over the road banners for 

our upcoming event. 

 

The first banner we would like to erect is Payne and Hewitt St, starting June 10
th

 through 

July 10
th

 of 2013.   
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The second banner is Oliver St. between 2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Avenues to be erected June 10
th

 thru 

July 10
th

 of 2013. 

 

We appreciate your support of erecting these banners that help promote this Derby that’s 

fun and exciting for all ages. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Stephen Harrington  

 Derby Coordinator 

 

MOVED by Alderman Andres  SECONDED by Alderman Needler   
That the Common Council hereby directs the Department of Public Works to contact the 
Erie Canal Fishing Derby Coordinator, Stephen Harrington at 772-7972, to make 
arrangements to hang their banners advertising the fishing derby. 
CARRIED. 
____________________________________ 
 

E. 

Lighthouse Baptist Church  

 

 April 2012 
 
City Hall 
216 Payne Avenue 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
  
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
Lighthouse Baptist Church at 383 Wheatfield St in North Tonawanda, is requesting 
permission to run its annual 5k race through some of the surrounding streets on Saturday, 
September 14th, 2013.  We have a short kid's race starting at 1:15 pm that day, with the 5k 
race starting at 2:00 pm.  The second page of this letter shows a map of our certified course 
route, with some basic directions on which way the route goes.  Our race is a fundraiser 
towards our annual youth Winter Camp in Olcott, NY. 
 
This is the 7th year of our race, and we appreciate the help you've given us in the past.  I 
trust the date on this letter will give you enough time to prepare for our race, but please 
contact me if you see any reason why this cannot be done, or if you have any other 
questions. 
 
 Thanks in advance and sincerely, 
 Jim Kariman 
 Youth Ministry Worker for LBC 
 402 Robinson St, North Tonawanda, NY 14120   
 
MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Donovan  
That the Common Council hereby approves the 5K Race and Kids Race, being held 
Saturday, September 14th, 2013 at Lighthouse Baptist Church. 
Ayes: Needler, Donovan, Rizzo, Zadzilka, Andres (5) 
Nays: None (0) 
CARRIED. 
_____________________________________ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Cathy Kern, 1248 Greenbrier Lane –  Announced that May 11th is the Postal Workers food 
drive to benefit the Inter-Church Food Pantry and asked the Elected officials to donate 
their time to help with the food drive and to come and see the facility.  Stated that the food 
drive is always held the Saturday before Mothers Day. 
_____________________________________ 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED by Alderman Zadzilka  SECONDED by Alderman Rizzo  
That this regular session of the Common Council be and hereby is adjourned. 
CARRIED. 
 
Time of Adjournment: 6:52P.M. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Scott P. Kiedrowski  
 City Clerk–Treasurer       


